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in this issue
Its wonderful to have warmer days with us again and
longer evenings too which puts everyone in a better
frame of mind for fundraising! Many of you joined us
in raising funds through our annual Dine & Donate
campaign which this year culminates in ‘The Ultimate
Pop-Up’ – an amazing event held here in Kent at the
prestigious Hush Heath vineyard with some of the
County’s most celebrated chefs including Will Devlin
who is not only Kent Chef of the Year but his restaurant
The Smallholding was named best Kent restaurant too.
It is fantastic to have so many new supporters for our
charity promoting what we do and how we help our
many families.
We have been out and about lots this year too visiting
families, suppliers and hospitals and spreading the word
about our work and encouraging support for all our
families. We have been at many exhibitions too and it is
so lovely to meet existing and new families. Don’t forget
to keep spreading the word about our support even if
your campaign has ended- there are so many children
out there that need our support and just haven’t heard
about how working with Tree of Hope can add so much
more value to their campaign.
And finally, we are saying goodbye to our amazing
Marketing Officer and Editor of this newsletter, Harriet
who has been with us almost four years since she left
University. Harriet is moving onto a bigger job and we
wish her well with her career and know she will never
forget us. Her tireless work promoting our charity and
your campaigns has been superb and she has overseen
our web development and social media growth. She will
be sorely missed.
Here’s to a great summer of fundraising for us all- don’t
forget to send us your feedback on the magazine and
keep in touch.
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HELLO
It’s been another busy few
months here at Tree of Hope. We
have had some amazing grants
come in giving many children
huge boosts for their campaigns
which has been so wonderful to
see! We’ve also got The Ultimate
Pop Up coming up in the Summer,

which as a bit of a foodie I am
super excited to be attending –
the line-up of chefs all from Tree
of Hope’s home, Kent, is amazing!
On a slightly sadder note, after
three and a half fantastic years at
Tree of Hope, I’ll be moving on.
The team here are amazing, and
the work Tree of Hope does for
families is fantastic and although
I’m leaving, Tree of Hope and
all the incredible families and

children we support will always
stay with me. If you would like to
feature in a future newsletter or
have something to share on social
media don’t forget to email the
team on marketing@treeofhope.
org.uk and tag us on social media
@treeofhopecc so we can keep
up with what you’re up to!
Harriet Kerly, Editor

Text Donations
Back in March Just Giving said goodbye to their text donation option – it had been in decline since 2014
and they say that people like to donate directly from smartphones now. However, we realise that for
many of our families and fundraisers, text donations are an important channel for fundraising so to fill
this void we have teamed up with Donr.
Donr is a new platform allowing fundraisers to have their own text code for supporters to use. For Tree of Hope’s
general use, you can text TREEOFHOPE1 to 70085 to make a £1.00 donation. If you would like your own code for your campaign,
please speak to Georgina in our Family Support Team on 01892 535525 or via families@treeofhope.org.uk and she will get you set up
and ready to go!
Out and About!
Our Family Support Team will be out and about over the next few months meeting new and old families at exhibitions all around the
country – if you’re at any of the below, stop by and hello, they would love to meet you!
The Autism Show – 14th &15th June – London Excel
Kidz 2 Adlutz South – 16th May, Farnborough International Exhibition Centre
Kidz 2 Adultz Wales & West – 4th July – Thornbury Leisure Centre
Kidz 2 Adultz North – 14th November, EventCity, Manchester

NoTube Clinic
The NoTube clinic is a centre in Austria aiming to help children with eating disorders and tube
dependency to achieve normal eating behaviours, and raise awareness of this in others.
NoTube (Non- Profit LLC) was founded
in 2009 as a spin-off of the Medical
University of Graz, specializing in the
treatment of early childhood eating
behaviour disorders and tube weaning.
The unique clinical expertise that their
staff have accumulated over the course
of the past 30 years has led to a broad
scope of scientific research on the topic
of eating and feeding disorders in infants
and children. NoTube’s main goals are
to help children with eating behaviour
disorders and tube dependency to achieve
normal eating behaviours and to increase
awareness about tube feeding and tube
dependency in children.
When oral nutrition is not possible due
to a medical condition, a child’s nutrition
is supplied via a feeding tube, which can
be a result of premature birth and the

necessity of intensive care treatments,
heart disorders, oncological illnesses and
neurological disorders. As soon as the
tube is no longer medically necessary,
however, tube weaning (the transition
from enteral to oral nutrition) is advisable
from both medical and developmental
psychology perspectives. For some
children, it becomes difficult, or even
impossible, to return to oral nutrition
sufficiently for tube removal. These
4

children do not learn to eat
and drink independently and
often demonstrate signs of
oral aversion. This condition,
in which a child remains on
enteral nutrition despite
lack of medical necessity,
is referred to as tube
dependency. In these cases,
the transition from enteral to
oral nutrition can often only
be achieved with the help of
professional support.
Early childhood food
development begins
intrauterine and is very
sensitive to external
influences and diseaserelated changes. In this
way, many unintentional
factors can
lead to blockages and
behavioural changes, which
can put a sensitive strain
on the development of
sucking and swallowing
as well as on drinking and
eating. The term “eating
disorder” generally refers to
a deviation of the natural
learning process in food
development, while the
term “feeding disorder” also
refers to the influence of
the adults involved in their
interaction with the child’s
diet. The reasons for this
are manyfold and range
from congenital regulatory
difficulties of the baby,
psychological disorders of
the caregivers with effects
on the feeding situation to

specific sensory, neurological, motor
and functional causes. The problem can
therefore affect children born healthily as
well as children who have been treated in
hospital after birth for prematurity, other
illnesses or congenital malformations.
NoTube is a service a number of our
families have benefited from in the past
and most recently Aimee and her family
joined us to fundraise for NoTube and are
going this Spring in the hope that Aimee
will be able to feed without her tummy
tube. Aimee is five years old and is a very
happy and brave young lady, who lives
with her Mum, Dad and big brother.
Aimee was born prematurely 12 weeks
before she was due and spent much of her
first year in hospital with significant lung
complications and she was later diagnosed
with Pulmonary Interstitial Glycogenosis
whilst in a coma. Due to having such

poorly lungs, feeding was very difficult for
Aimee, so she was fitted with a feeding
tube. Aimee is now a happy five-year-old
and enjoys school with her friends and
big brother and gets to do everyday fun
things including dancing, singing, riding
her bike and playing football with her big
brother. However, the one she still cannot
do, is eat!
This prompted Aimee’s family to get in
touch with Tree of Hope to fundraise for
treatment at NoTube in Austria. Aimee’s
family have fundraised just over £22,000
in just over 3 months. Georgie asked
Emma how she had found her fundraising
with Tree of Hope, “Tree of Hope have
been a huge help” Emma explained, “from
everything from our fundraising needs
and questions, the whole team have been
a real support.” On being asked what the
family’s fundraising highlights have been,
Emma said that their own highlight had
been the Valentines Ball, “it was such an
amazing evening, everyone who attended
had the best night! My advice to parents
just starting their fundraising journey is
to be honest, upfront and put your faith
in those around to help you. Try not to
set any expectations, that way anything
is a bonus!” Emma went on to say, “the
sheer amount of support we have had
locally has been amazing, we could never
have expected to hit our target, let alone
exceed it!”.
Aimee’s Mum Emma’s feedback of
NoTube, prior to their travels over for
Aimee’s treatment was really positive,
“NoTube have answered every question
I had in regard to the eating school, the
overall process and put my mind at ease
due to their experience and expertise,
their success rate is really encouraging and
I don’t have any concerns or worries which
for a parent is all you could hope for.”
A treatment for a child can often be a
daunting prospect to a child, but Aimee
has been super positive! “Aimee is happy
about our trip, she’s treating it a little like
a holiday with the understanding that we
are going for doctors to help her learn
to eat so that she won’t need her tummy
tube anymore.” Though Emma said that
she would miss her brother lots!
Aimee’s family are due to visit NoTube this
Spring, so we look forward to catching up
with Emma when they return to see how it
has all gone!
All the team at NoTube

Tree of Hope supports families in fundraising for treatment at the NoTube clinic, and other tube feeding
clinics. Contact Georgie in our Family Support Team on 01892 535525 or via families@treeofhope.org.uk
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Lucy & Matthew
Twins, Lucy and Matthew were both born with cerebral palsy. After initially Crowdfunding, their
family have now turned to Tree of Hope to fundraise £75,000 for the vital therapy, specialist
equipment and SDR (selective dorsal rhizotomy) surgery that they need to develop, gain
independence and have the best quality of life possible.
Meet Matthew and Lucy, our newest set
of adorable twins, whose family came to
Tree of Hope in need of a charity to help
them to fundraise. The twins have had a
huge amount of support and already have
many people following their everyday
journeys of living with disabilities.
6

Matthew and Lucy were diagnosed
with Cerebral Palsy in February 2018,
with different symptoms, presenting
very different challenges. Lucy presents
Dystonia and Quadriplegia which means
all four of her limbs are affected and
Matthew with spastic diplegia, which

affects both of his legs. Both have
developmental delay in gross motor skills
and Lucy is non-verbal and cannot sit up.
Nicola explains, “Having twins without a
disability is a tough job in itself but having
twins that both need constant attention to
move around and participate in activities ▶

with other children is a battle. Both
have no issues cognitively so struggle
to understand why they cannot do what
other two-year olds can.” Nicola was
diagnosed with synovial sarcoma cancer of
the left wrist in 1999 and later with lung
cancer resulting in multiple operations
and a part amputation of her hand in 2006
which restricts the amount of help she can
give to Lucy & Matthew in their everyday
life.
Presenting such different symptoms
means their treatment options vary. Nicola
explained, “at present the only therapy
specialist that differs between them is
speech therapy. While Lucy continues
to participate in this, Matthew’s speech
is second to none for his age, so he steps
back on this one.”
The twins attend Footsteps in Oxfordshire
which the family very actively share on
their Facebook page which really engages

upside down were on the hunt for
something that could help Matthew
and Lucy, Selective Dorsal Rhiztomy
(SDR), a neurosurgical procedure, which
involves cutting nerves in the spinal
cord to reduce spasticity in the limbs
to enable the muscles to function more
freely when teamed with intensive
physiotherapy. Essentially, this procedure
takes the nervous system back to the
beginning, so the body has to retrain
to use the muscles, to carry out normal
everyday functions. The family had found
something that could transform their lives
which was a real breakthrough but with
2 children in need, comes at a huge cost,
as unfortunately, the twins fall outside
of the NHS funding scope. Nicola told us
“Matthew is hopefully due to have the
SDR operation either at Great Ormond
Street hospital or at the Portland Women’s
and Children’s hospital in London. Lucy is
due to have an assessment in December
of this year to confirm if her core strength
is ready for her too to also have the
operation. We are very hopeful that

“
supporters. “Concentrating on intensive
physiotherapy at the Footsteps centre
in Oxford is our main objective at the
moment” said Nicki, “with the hope of
increasing their core strength and muscle
tone. With a separate therapist each for
an hour’s session every day for a duration
of three weeks on, three weeks off, both
children work hard but in different areas.
Matthew’s therapy focuses mainly on his
ankles and hip stability whereas Lucy’s
therapy consists of core strength and
coordination with the hope that she will
one day sit independently.”
The family having had their lives turned

Crowdfunding through
Just Giving, although
easy to set up and use,
provided the problem
with the addition of gift
aid. By setting up a page
through crowdfunding, this
option is not available so
vital additional funding is
a missed opportunity. By
participating through Tree
of Hope, the added stress
of paying therapists and
suppliers of equipment is
taken care of directly by the
charity giving us more time
to concentrate on the twins
and raising the necessary
funds for them.

”

with the hard work and persistence from
both Lucy and her therapist Filip this will
happen for Lucy also.”

set up and use, provided the problem with
the addition of gift aid. By setting up a
page through crowdfunding, this option
is not available so vital additional funding
is a missed opportunity. By participating
through Tree of Hope, the added stress
of paying therapists and suppliers of
equipment is taken care of directly by the
charity giving us more time to concentrate
on the twins and raising the necessary
funds for them.”
Fundraising for two procedures and at
least 2 years of therapy, means they’re
needing to fundraise double the amount.
Since joining with Tree of Hope their
fundraising has gone from strength to
strength, including a charity golf event
involving 96 golfers and a black-tie charity
ball including a DJ, illusionist, auction and
raffle along with fantastic community
support. Nicola mentioned how social
media has really helped them with their
fundraising, “We have found that social
media is a great source of being able
to reach out to people to make them
aware of the campaign we have for the
twins” said Emma. “They have their own
Facebook and Instagram page which is
attracting many followers and from there
we are able to keep people up to date
with their progress and where their kind
donations are going in respect of therapy
before the SDR.”
To follow Matthew and Lucy’s story,
check out their Facebook page here:
www.facebook.com/johnstontwins1
To support them directly visit
www.treeofhope.org.uk/matthew-andlucy

Having started their fundraising journey
crowdfunding, they came across barriers
that stopped them getting the support
they needed as
they didn’t have a
charity number to
use in tandem with
their campaign.
If you are thinking about
Matthew and Lucy’s
fundraising for your child’s
Mum Nicola told
medical therapy, treatment
us, “Crowdfunding
through Just Giving,
or equipment please contact
although easy to
our Family Support Team on

01892535525 or via
families@treeofhope.org.uk.
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Fundraisin
Dine and Donate 2019
Now in it’s second year Dine and Donate events definitely
delivered on its promise to tantalize the taste buds with
even more fabulous foodie fun! Events this year included a
roaring Lion King Afternoon Tea, a Murder Mystery evening,
an Autumnal Feast, a five course tasting menu and a festival
themed hog roast dinner!
As part of the Dine and Donate campaign, we are hosting
The Ultimate Pop Up at the exclusive Hush Heath Winery
on the 20th June 2019. This stunning venue tucked away in
the beautiful Kent countryside brings together some of the
regions finest chefs including Scott Goss, Great British Menu
contestant and Will Devlin, winner of the 2018 Chef of the
year award. Guests will be greeted on arrival with a cocktail
created especially for the event using Greensand Ridge Gin
and a five course feast prepared by our local food heros.

Walk it, jog it or run it - it’s the South Coast Challenge!
Take in some of the South Coast’s most beautiful scenery
as you walk, jog, or run 25km, 50km or 100km in support
of Tree of Hope! Starting at Eastbourne, up Beachy Head,
over the magnificent Seven Sisters, and along the famous
South Downs Way National Trail the journey includes
stunning views throughout. Devil’s Dyke, welcome rest
stops, a few ups & downs all lie ahead before historic
Arundel comes into view after a 100km amazing journey.
Set yourself a challenge in 2019 and join #TeamTreeofHope
to raise vital funds for Tree of Hope. Check out our website
for more information of how to register.

Cooking up a storm with The Cook Book
We are absolutely delighted to report
that sales of the Cook Book have so far
generated an incredible £16000. It’s not
too late to get your own copy of this
wonderful collection of recipes from
the regions most talented chefs and
restaurateurs; logon to our website to buy
online www.treeofhope.org.uk or head to
one of the eateries featured in the book.

ng News
Thank Yous...
A huge thank you to The De Brye Charitable Trust for a recent grant of £3000 for funding towards our Family Support
Team!
A big thank you to the audience at The Dance Studios who contributed a fantastic £227 in return for the event
programme. What a wonderful evening with special people!
Ageas Insurance Limited has supported the fundraising campaign for four year old Malaya Rose with a
wonderful donation of £350. Malaya suffers from Quad Spastic Diplegia Cerebral
Palsy and needs Selective Dorsal Rhizotomy (SDT) treatment.
Sydney Thorpe from the Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes (RAOB) also known
as “Buffs” to its members has been championing the cause of Tree of Hope during his
term in office. Thank you to all who supported the fundraising efforts which raised an
incredible £3671 towards our work.
Mayor of Tonbridge and Malling Councillor Pam Bates hosted a very special evening
of great food and entertainment with all proceeds donated to Tree of Hope. The event
took place at The Old Fire Station in Tonbridge and guests were treated to a 3 course
meal beautifully prepared by the staff at the Old Fire Station.

Making a positive difference really matters to our friends at Marks and
Spencer, John Lewis, Waitrose, ASDA and Co-Op Food. These retailers
are supporting Tree through many different initiatives and we want to
thank them for their partnership with us.
You too can boost the support we get by filling in a charity nomination
form usually kept at the stores welcome or information desks, or by
simply placing a token that you will receive at the end of your shop, in
the Tree of Hope charity box. The more tokens received, the bigger the
donation!

Upcoming Events 2019
•

The Ultimate Pop Up - 20th June

•

South Coast Challenge - 31st August/1st September

•

Sporting Heroes Lunch - 18th October

•

Royal Parks Half Marathon - 13th October 2019

Run, c
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Contact kate.bourne@treeofhope.org.uk to get involved or reserve your place!

The International Caudwell Children Centre
Caudwell Children opens Britain’s first independent centre dedicated to autism diagnosis, therapy
and research – and aims to revolutionise the way millions of people in the UK affected by the
condition can be helped.
Caudwell Children is a national children’s
charity based in Staffordshire providing
practical and emotional support for
disabled children and their families. Tree of
Hope have worked closely with Caudwell
Children over the years - in most cases
they have provided grants to children
fundraising for SDR (selective dorsal
rhizotomy) surgery. Tree of Hope will now
also work with families to fundraise for
the treatment their child needs at the new
Caudwell International Children’s Centre.
Founded in 2000 by the entrepreneur
and philanthropist, John Caudwell, his
pioneering vision was to create a charity
which offered life-changing support to

its beneficiaries, balanced with complete
transparency to its supporters.
This year Caudwell Children have
launched the first purpose built centre for
multi-disciplinary therapy programmes
for childhood disability and research of
neurodevelopmental conditions including
autism.
The multimillion pound Caudwell
International Children’s Centre (10 years
in the making) has been purpose built to
provide an environment that meets the
needs of children with Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD). The design was developed
over several years by the charity’s Chief
Executive, Trudi Beswick, in thorough
consultation with children, parents/carers,
clinicians and people with autism.
The planning and building for the centre
was mammoth, with every minor detail
considered, reviewed and designed for
families and beneficiaries in mind.
The first stage was the consultations
where the Caudwell team took into
consideration the thoughts of their
families and children with autism. The
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data collected from the many consultation
events, activities and reviews means
that the design process was thoroughly
thought out to meet their needs – though
a number of contradicting adjectives
emerged which put the designers to the
test.
Location was also key to the centre. It
needed to be within a calm and natural
environment, with no overlooking
adjacent and good transport links so it
was easily accessible. After these were
all brought into consideration it became
apparent that the 36 acres of the Keele
University Science and Innovation Park
was the perfect solution.

Over
279 million
children
have autism
worldwide

Construction was key after design and
positioning on the site also had to be
thought about. Heaps of natural light
and flowing lines throughout the building
replicated the feel of the butterfly in
the charities’ logo – something that the
beneficiaries of Caudwell Children stated
made them feel like they could fly and
do what ever they wished; made them
feel free, akin to a butterfly. CEO Trudi
Beswicks’ early dual winged concept with
internal courtyards became a reality.
What does the CICC have to offer?
Services
Caudwell Children Autism Service
offers a multi disciplinary approach to
assessment, intervention and support.
Their experienced and dedicated clinical
multi-disciplinary team (MDT) work with
families to undertake a holistic and child
centred assessment of their strengths and
difficulties including behaviour, emotional
health and well-being, communication and
sensory processing needs.
Their team, made up of Speech and
Language Therapists, Occupational
Therapists, Clinical Psychologists,
Registered Learning Disability Nurses and
more works with each family first on a
two day multi-disciplinary assessment for
ASD, followed by assessment feedback,
intervention, 12 months of family
support, information and advice and a
developmental review.
Families can also attend a half or whole

“

Our vision is to
provide an innovative
multidisciplinary assessment
and intervention pathway,
family support service and
research programme all
under one roof and in an
environment specifically
designed to meet the needs
of people with autism.
Identified as a priority within
autism research, our work
to provide a solid evidence
base for the effectiveness of
a range of interventions will
contribute to the national
and international agenda to
improve services for people
with autism.

any health, educational or social care
professional who knows the child, and
family, well.
Funding
There are two funding routes at the
moment, charity funded or self-funded.
Families can fundraise with Tree of Hope
for therapy and services at The Caudwell
International Children’s Centre.
To talk more about fundraising with
Tree of Hope call Georgina in our Family
Support Team on 01892 535525.
For more information visit
www.caudwellchildren.com
Contact Caudwell Children at
charity@caudwellchildren.com or on
0345 300 1348

”

day workshop on why autistic people may
sometimes show behaviours that others
may find challenging which can be turned
into a Positive Behaviour Support Plan to
help for the future.
Referrals
Caudwell Children accepts referrals from
11

Keep Leo Walking
Leo’s family have started their campaign
to raise £40,000 that will allow Leo to
receive SDR (selective dorsal rhizotomy)
and keep him walking and pain free.
13-year-old XBox loving Leo was born
with spastic diplegia cerebral palsy. This
condition has always prevented Leo from
doing so many things that others can –
riding a bike, playing tag and joining in on
sports day.
Recently Leo and his family found out

that as Leo gets older, the spasticity in
his muscles will put his body under a
lot of pressure and he will suffer from
extreme pain, possible bone deformities
and premature ageing of his muscles,
ultimately resulting in Leo needing
permanent walking aids or even a
wheelchair.
However, there is hope for Leo in the
form of SDR, a procedure where the nerve
endings in the lower back are cut and
release the spasticity in his legs.
The NHS are only able to fund a very
small amount of SDR operations each
year for children that fall into a specific
criteria. Sadly, Leo doesn’t fit into
this criteria so his family are raising
£40,000 themselves to enable him to
have the life changing treatment. SDR
will give Leo the opportunity to live an
active, independent and pain free life.

Support Leo via
www.treeofhope.org.uk
and search for
‘Help Leo to keep walking’
12

“

When I found out
there was an operation
that could help me I was
so overwhelmed that I
laughed and cried at the
same time. I just want
to live as normal life as
possible and know that in
the future I can do what
my friends do, like playing
football in a team and to
not have people staring and
making comments because
I’m running and walking
differently - this really
upsets me. I have always
dreamt of being “normal”
and now with everyone’s
kind help you can ‘make my
dream become my reality’
Thank you so much. Love
from Leo x”

”

An assessment
takes between
2 -3 hours and
includes verbal
feedback from
the assessor at
the end of the
appointment,
explaining what
the assessment
has revealed
to them about
that individual’s
everyday
function. We
also follow up
with a detailed
written report.

Established in 1994 The Sound
Learning Centre provide
assessments and sound, light
and Neuro-developmental
programmes for children and
adults in order to improve
social, emotional, behavioural
or academic performance

A Day in the Life of …
Most clients either come to us by way
of a telephone call or email, to enquire
about our work. We always try and speak
to clients in person to take a background
history and pre-qualify either their child or
the adult concerned as a good candidate
for our therapies. We work with a broad
range of difficulties including Dyslexia,
Dyspraxia, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD), Speech and language
difficulties, Auditory Processing Disorder
(APD) and Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD) to name but a few. Typically the
starting place for a client is to have an
assessment at our Centre in London.

The assessment
procedure is
very thorough
and looks at
the auditory,
visual and
developmental
systems, whilst
also exploring the vestibular function,
proprioception and laterality and how the
senses are working overall. In addition, a
number of detailed critical observations
are made throughout the assessment and
we screen for the developmental reflexes.
We have appointments for assessments
which include Saturdays, and clients
can decide if they want to progress to
therapies after the assessment. For some
clients, who are further along in their
research, the decision may have already
been made to commence our sound and
light therapies, and in this instance we are
able to provide what we call an ‘assess and
start’ whereby the 10 days of therapy is
commenced at the end of the assessment.
We are able to provide 10 consecutive
days of therapy during many of the school
holidays, but in term time therapies are
available Monday – Friday.
Bérard Auditory Integration Training
(AIT) is a clinic-based sound therapy and
completed at our Centre over a period
of 10 days. We are able to provide AIT
for children once they are 3 years of age,
with no upper age limit. The programme
uses music which is altered
from its original state by the
equipment used. This process,
which we call modulation,
involves very rapid and random
switching between the high
and low frequencies and is
always present. This is the most
important element that engages
the auditory system and causes
the retraining we see.
Lightwave Stimulation (LWS)
light therapy is completed in 10

days and each session takes 20 minutes,
twice a day. LWS is intended to address
visual processing deficiencies which often
seem to correlate with various learning,
behavioural, reading and social difficulties.
These may have profound effects on
physical and emotional well-being. Whilst
AIT and LWS are stand alone therapies
they also work extremely well together, as
they address both the auditory and visual
systems.
Neuro-developmental Programme (NDP)
This assessment and home programme
addresses areas of delayed neuro
development which often underlie
developmental delay, speech delay,
dyslexia, dyspraxia, AD(H)D and ASD
associated difficulties.
We strongly believe in early intervention
whenever possible, largely to help combat
loss of confidence and poor self esteem
but due to the concept of brain plasticity
we also passionately believe that the
brain can always change, making new
connections and pathways.
Clients often seek charitable funding
to access our services and may do so
through Tree of Hope. Please either email
us – info@thesoundlearningcentre.co.uk
or call our Centre Tel: +44 (0)20 8882
1060 for further information and support.
We’re here to help. You can also read
more about our work and our Outreach
Programmes by visiting our website: www.
thesoundlearningcentre.co.uk or our
Facebook page.

To find out how Tree of
Hope could support you
with your campaign for
therapy at The Sound
Learning Centre, contact
Georgie in our Family
Support Team on 01892
535525 or via families@
treeofhope.org.uk

Vejas - A Journey of Hope
Full of love and smiles Vejas is a happy
little boy! Vejas was born a very healthy
baby but at four months old started having
seizures. After multiple tests and scans
Vejas was diagnosed with a rare brain
condition called Lissencephaly.
Only 1 in 100,000 babies in the world
are born with Lissencephaly and the
condition means it prevents the brain from
developing as it should and causes severe
developmental disorders and seizures. It
also means Vejas requires constant round
the clock care.

Vejas has a bumpy road ahead but to keep
proving the doctors wrong he needs to
continue with vital therapy that will help
him develop and give him the best chance
in life. At £95 a session, without travel
expenses and other things, this will cost
around £9000 a year, which is why Vejas’
family have turned to Tree of Hope for
support with fundraising.

At the moment Vejas is eight months
seizure free, but it is known that they will
come back at some point. He has global
development delay and low muscles tone
too. Currently, he can sit unsupported for

Vejas’ family have come to Tree of Hope
to raise the funds for his vital therapy.
Back in March Georgie our Family Support
Officer headed up to Bedfordshire to
meet them and offer support with ideas

The Jack O’Donnell Foundation have
been invaluable supporters of Tree of
Hope for many years now and most
recently, as well as funding Vejas’
physiotherapy has also made grants to a
further five children.

weeks of post-operative physiotherapy.
Freya had SDR back in 2018 and her
father single handedly ran her fundraising
campaign. This grant gave Freya’s
campaign the final boost!

£2560 was given to Joe for three months
of speech therapy that will help him to
learn, reach his full potential and enable
him to have future independence.
£2400 was donated to Freya for ten
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a short time, roll both ways; grab toys and
stand with support but this has only been
achieved due to private physiotherapy
that costs a staggering £95 per session.

£1399 was granted to Eddie for a new
Meercat standing frame, which amongst
other things will help Eddie develop, live a
life with fewer seizures and keep him safe.
Mia was gifted £3600 for an intensive
block of physiotherapy to improve her

and inspiration for their fundraising
campaign. Shortly after Georgie’s visit,
we received a phone call from The Jack
O’Donnell Foundation, a foundation that
regularly supports Tree of Hope families,
who generously donated £2340 for three
months worth of physiotherapy for Vejas
– such a huge amount that will keep Vejas
developing on his journey.

To support Vejas to
continue his on-going
therapy please visit www.
treeofhope.org.uk/vejasvarga/
right arm function.
Alexandra was given £3010 for
five months of post opertaive SDR
physiotherapy, giving her campaign the
final boost it needed.
Huge thanks to Jack O’Donnell and their
supporters for their continued support to
our families!

Support Tree of Hope
Tree of Hope offers hope to seriously ill and disabled children living in the UK and their families
by helping them to raise funds for vital operations that the NHS can’t provide, therapies and
treatments needed for rehabilitation and improvement, and specialist disability equipment and/
or adaptations to a family home.

We need your support to make a difference!

You can help to improve the lives of children with complex disabilities and illnesses by
making a regular donation or a one-off gift to Tree of Hope.

Your gift will enable Tree of Hope to:

• continue providing the legitimacy of belonging to a well-respected charity to hundreds of families, enabling them 		
to access funds for their child that would not be possible otherwise
• offer online giving platforms for fundraising, making the fundraising journey far more simple for the family than it could be
otherwise
• provide advice and guidance on the best ways of fundraising, and giving support throughout a family’s fundraising 		
campaign, including dealing with invoices and suppliers, and sharing news of other families in similar positions, 		
reducing the stress for families in very difficult situations

I want to support Tree of Hope to improve the lives of seriously ill and disabled children!
Please send to: Fundraising Manager, Salford House, Salford Terrace, 19-21 Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2RN
Title

First Name				

		

Surname

Address								
Telephone						Email
I enclose a cheque made payable to Tree of Hope for

£

I wish to make a gift regularly and have completed the Standing Order form below

Standing Order Please send to Tree of Hope (address above) not your bank
If you use online banking you can set up your standing order or make a one-off donation through your on-line account as you normally would
rather than completing this form. Please make us aware of any donations you send in this way by emailing accountsreceivable@treeofhope.
org.uk
Your Bank Name
Bank Address
Account Number					

Sort Code

Name(s) of Account Holder(s)
Please pay to HSBC, 2 Devonshire Road, Bexhill on Sea, East Sussex, TN40 1AT, for the credit of Tree of Hope,
Account Number 31498045, Sort Code 40-10-14
The sum of £				
Please take my gift
Commencing

Once		

(please repeat in words)

Weekly		

D D M M		
Y Y

Monthly

Annually

until further notice

Signature 							 Date
Please amend any previous standing order to this beneficiary

Ref:

Gift Aid Tax Declaration

I confirm that I am a UK income Tax or Capital Gains Tax payer, of an amount at least equal to the amount to be reclaimed. I
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all
my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I wish Tree of Hope to reclaim 25p in every pound from HMRC on all the
donations I make on or after the date of this declaration as Gift Aid.

Signature
Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1149254 / Scotland SCO42611
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How we help...

Tree of Hope helps children and young people with a disability or illness by supporting their
families to raise the funds that they need to pay for specialist care that is not available through the
health care system.
Our staff team support Tree
of Hope families by:
• Assisting with the creation of
aTree of Hope online fundraising 		
campaign via Just Giving
• Making fundraising tools and 		
advice available to parents
• Ensuring staff are available on
the telephone
• Enabling each campaign to claim 		
gift aid because it is part of 		
registered charity Tree of Hope
• Putting families in touch with 		
other families in similar situations 		
for moral support
• Giving greater exposure to 		
campaigns nationally through 		
being associated with a well 		
recognised charity brand
• Support with managing funds
and paying invoices

www.treeofhope.org.uk
01892 535525

Who We Help...

What you can fundraise for

• Children under the age of 18, with
access to funds up to their 25th 		
birthday

Equipment including but not limited to
trikes, hydrotherapy pools, specialist
pushchairs & sensory equipment

• Children anywhere within the UK

Therapy, including; physiotherapy, horse
riding & swimming lessons

• A child suffering from a disability, 		
illness or autism

Medical Conditions we have
helped families with (not an
exhaustive list)

Cerebral Palsy
Retts Syndrome
Downs syndrome
Global Developmental Delay
Hypermobility
Congenital Hypotonia
Epilepsy
Visual Impairments
Meningitis complications
Lebers Congenital Amaurosis
Dravet Syndrome
Hypoxic Ischemic Encephalopathy Injury
Dystonia

Operations and treatment inside and
outside of the UK
House Adaptations including sensory
gardens and bathroom adaptions
Please remember to include all
your fundraising needs at the
start of your campaign. Speak to our
Family Support Team on 01892 535525
for advice.
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