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in this issue
After a busy end to the calendar year we have started
2019 full of positive energy with lots of ideas to help our
families to fundraise to reach their campaign objectives.
The Cook Book sold well in the run up to Christmas
raising much needed funds to support the Tree of Hope
generally and we still have a few copies left which
include recipes from our patron Jane Beedle who was a
Bake Off finalist but also managed to walk away as the
Christmas 2018 Bake Off champion- well done Jane!
Dine & Donate launches again this Spring and we are
encouraging our supporters to host fun food-fuelled
events to raise funds and to spread the word about
the support Tree of Hope can give to families- please
do consider signing up to this and holding your own
event- whether it is a cocktails and canapes evening, a
curry and karaoke party or turning your birthday into a
fundraiser it will be fun and rewarding. Join us on social
media #whatwillyouhost
Celebrating our patrons again, last year saw Ross Wilson
become World Table Tennis Champion, overcoming his
disabilities to reach the very pinnacle of his sport in his
early twenties- a real inspiration to us all and particularly
to our families and their children. Ross attended our
Sporting Heroes lunch in October and inspired our
Tree of Hope supporters sharing his story and struggles
and also showing off his medals which included
Commonwealth Gold this year. We are lucky to have
such inspirational and high achieving patrons and their
support is invaluable to us.
Please do share with us any stories you have about your
achievements and plans for future fundraising events
so we can support you and gain as much publicity as
we can for your endeavours using PR and social media.
Harriet is always keen to hear what you are up to and it
only takes a short email to marketing@treeofhope.org.uk
or a quick call to us on 01892 535525- any of the team
will be pleased to speak with you.
Let’s hope that 2019 is a prosperous New Year for all our
campaigns and that we help you to achieve your targets
and objectives and make as many children’s lives as good
as we possibly can.

			
Kind regards
			

			Gill

			Gill Gibb
			
Chief Executive Officer
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HELLO
How is February already here?
2018 was a really exciting year.
Dine and Donate launched, which
I’m so pleased to say is returning
again for 2019. Last year I hosted
afternoon tea for some girlfriends
but I think this year its time to get
everybody involved and hold a
curry and board games banquet!
It really is a great campaign
encouraging lots of fun and
raising money to help us support
more families across the UK.
The Cook Book - Sevenoaks,

Joel Sets Eyes on Tokyo 2020
Joel first tried out wheelchair
racing in 2012 courtsey of Jamie
Carter, London 2012 Paralympian.
His first formal race was April
2014, and five years later Joel
has his own eyes set on the
Tokyo 2020 Paralympics. Joel has
cerebral palsy and Tree of Hope
supported him and his family to
fundraise for SDR back in 2012,
we’re very proud of all of his
achievements so far and what a
bright future Joel has ahead!

Jane Beedle Joins as Patron!
We would like to welcome Great
British Bake Off finalist Jane
Beedle as Tree of Hope patron,
helping us to raise vital funds
and awareness for the charity.
Based in Kent, Jane is local to
Tree of Hope and supported the
inaugural launch of the Dine and
Donate campaign back in Spring
2018!
Huge congratulations to Jane
who won the Great Christmas
Bake Off back in December with a
show stopping present cake! Jane
appeared alongside four other
previous GBBO legends to win
the title!

Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells
also launched which was a really
exciting project to work on – you
can still purchase a copy now
from www.treeofhope.org.uk/
shop but be quick, there is only
limited copies available!

you’re following us on Twitter and
Instagram (@treeofhopeCC) and
also on Facebook (www.facebook.
com/treeofhope.childrenscharity)
also, head straight to our website
to sign up to our mailing list so
you never miss out.

On another note, these
newsletters will now be printed
once every four months rather
than every three but no fear, we’ll
be supporting our families more
and more in the digital-sphere
with regular updates, glimpses
and fundraising advice, and we’ll
be increasing our activity online
for all our brilliant supporters and
fundraisers too, so make sure

In 2019 we want to share
your stories. If you’re a family,
fundraiser or supporter let us
know what you’ll be doing so
that we can share it across our
platforms and raise awareness.
Just email me harriet@
treeofhope.org.uk!
Harriet Kerly, Editor

Updating Your Contact
Details
It is imperative that we have
your most up to date contact
details on our system. If you have
moved addresses or have a new
preferred telephone number or
email address please contact
us via info@treeofhope.org.uk
so that we can ensure you are
receiving the most up to date and
relevant information.

Maeve’s Fundraising Walk
When Maeve’s family started
fundraising for Maeve’s specialist
needs, they were cautious at first
but not long into their campaign
it took off with support from
the amazing Wallingford School
Academy Trust. Each year the
school hold a sponsored walk for
a charity at heart of the pupils.
This year they chose Maeve’s
Magical Journey where Maeve’s
primary school also got involved
too. In total over 1400 pupils and
staff got involved and raised a
whopping £19,000! The money
raised will help pay for SDR
(selective dorsal rhizotomy), a
spinal operation that will give
Maeve the best chance of walking
on her own and not have to rely

Welcome Back Duncan!
Ross Wilson Claims Gold!
Congratulations to Tree of Hope
patron Ross Wilson who claimed
Gold at the World Para Table
Tennis Championships in Slovenia
back in October. Tree of Hope
are extremely proud to have such
a dedicated and talented Patron
raising awareness of the work we
do for children in the UK.

We’re proud to say Duncan
Mason has returned to Tree of
Hope as trustee. Duncan left in
2018 to spend more time with
his family but has now returned
to support Tree of Hope in its
governance. Duncan has almost
40 years business experience in
Operations and IT and is treasurer
of the PTA at his daughter’s
school.
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Our Top Tips for Hosting!
1. Don’t put a price on your event,

guests tend to be more generous
when asked to donate, especially
when they see the effort you have
put in!

Dine and Donate returns! Host your own Dine and Donate in
2019 and encourage supporters to raise funds for Tree of Hope
or your chosen campaign!
After the success of Dine and Donate’s
inaugural year, the campaign is returning
in 2019 from March 1st - May 31st!
Last year over 800 people attended a
Dine and Donate and over £12,000 was
raised helping Tree of Hope to transform
the lives of hundreds of seriously ill and
disabled children in the UK. This year we
want to get even more of you involved,
raising even more money and awareness
around the UK for Tree of Hope and each
child we support.
Last year there were movie nights,
cocktails and canapés, Prosecco afternoon
teas, Caribbean dinners, curry nights,
pancake parties and loads more held all
over the country - it was a lot of fun to say

2.

Tell guests not to bring the usual
wine, flowers or chocolate and
save the money for their donation
to Tree of Hope.

3.

Challenge your guests to host their
own event and start your very own
‘Come Dine and Donate With Me’!

4.

the least! The beauty of Dine and Donate
is it’s up to you what you host! Keep it
simple; make it as exquisite as you like,
cook for four, cook for 44, host a brunch
or host a dinner, there’s no limits so,
there’s something for everyone!
On average last year each individual
supporter raised £120 hosting a Dine
and Donate, and businesses raised £480
each! So, what will you host this year? We
have recipes and menus on our website
to inspire you! Take on the foragers menu,
the budget menu or how about trying out
the vegan menu!
Sign up now to download your exclusive
pack for inspiration and tools to help you
get planning! #WhatWillYouHost

5.

People host all the time. If your
child has a campaign with Tree of
Hope, make sure you ask as many
of your supporters as you can to
host something – it’s a simple
way for supporters to create a big
boost for your campaign!
Tie it in with an event throughout
March – May. It could be the
opening match of the Cricket
World Cup (30th May). Record
Store Day (20th April), World Book
Day (7th March), St Patricks Day
(17th March), or kick off Festival
Season in your very own back
garden - think burgers, glitter and
dancing, without the mud!

Sign up at www.dineanddonate.uk
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Remap
The charity making custom equipment to help disabled people live
more independent lives.

Back in 2018 Lee, Tree of Hope’s Deputy CEO met with
the team at Remap to talk about the work they do and
how Tree of Hope could work in partnership with them
to support many of our families in getting bespoke
equipment that would help transform their lives too.
Below they tell the story of how they helped Margaux
with using the families’ bathroom.
Margaux was struggling to use the
washbasin in the family’s bathroom so
her OT at Derby Children’s Hospital put
the family in touch with Remap. Remap
is a national charity with an army of
ingenious volunteer inventors who love

making things. They produce
equipment and gadgets for
young or old alike which are
provided free of charge. The
aim is always to help people
achieve independence and
quality of life, filling the gap
where no suitable equipment is
available commercially.
Local volunteer Ralph came to
visit the family and went on to
produce a custom-made step
unit which allows Margaux to
reach the bathroom washbasin
and taps. The upper step
provides a safe standing
platform and the step surfaces
have a non-slip surface. After
use, the step treads can be
folded up vertically, close to the
sink unit, to allow others access
to the washbasin. Wooden
pegs lock the steps in place, so
they can’t move while Margaux
is using them and because
the platform and steps can be
folded away, the unit does not
have to be moved when other
people need to use the basin.

www.remap.org.uk and their service
is provided completely free of charge.
Enquiries can be made through that
website or their central office on 01732
760209.

Remap contact details:
01732 760209
data@remap.org.uk
www.remap.org.uk
www.facebook.com/
Remap.org
@RemapUK

The unit gives Margaux the
same independence as other
children and is a good example
of the free service Remap
provides for families.
There are many more examples
of Remap’s work on the website
5

Jake’s Fund
Jake has cerebral palsy, so his family and local community have come together to fundraise for
physiotherapy and specialist equipment that will enable Jake to develop and give him a better
future.
Jake is 11 years old and at just 19 months
old was diagnosed with Dystonia Spastic
Cerebral Palsy in all 4 limbs, caused by
brain damage. Jake and his family joined
Tree of Hope in 2016 to help fundraise for
vital therapies and equipment. We caught
up with Ruth Jake’s Mum to see how
6

they’re getting on and what they’ve been
up to!
Playing on his computer games with his
little brother Jamie and also teaching
Maddie the family dog tricks and taking
her for walks mostly!

Jake’s family have been hugely fortunate
to have the community around them get
behind his campaign. Jake’s Mum Ruth
told us that they use Facebook to keep all
their followers informed with events and
Jake’s progress, which they have found to ▶

be really useful.
Fundraising has been quite full on for
Jake’s campaign and Mum Ruth has
worked incredibly hard (as all of our
families do), but she told us they are really
pleased they have persevered. A Family
Fun day was organised and took place in
August 2017 which was a huge success
despite lots of time juggling family life
and fundraising. The family host weekly
bake sale’s at Jake’s little brother Jamie’s
school, they fundraise with Terra Recycling
and have donation boxes located in their
local community in various businesses
and shop fronts. Ruth told us “Fundraising
is difficult sometimes with looking after
Jake and his brother as well but it’s always
worth it in the end as Jake’s therapies are
so important, we just always need to be
doing whatever we can to help him.”
Jamie recently took part in a swimathon
along with lots of other volunteers in
support of his big brother. Jamie, who
was a beginner swimmer, challenged
his two-length target, completed it then
ended on an amazing 40 lengths! So
huge congratulations on his fantastic
achievement!

suffered in the past, but he is now getting
really strong and can push up onto all
fours from the floor which he could never
do before!”. Jake’s family hope to increase
his physiotherapy to two sessions a week
with increased fundraising activity which
they look to do more of next year.

With the family having worked hard with
their fundraising, this means Jake is able
to access regular physiotherapy with his
trainer Dan at PT Kids. Dan goes into
school every Tuesday to see Jake and
visits him at home during school holidays.
“Jake and Dan have built such a good
rapport and Dan always manages to get
Jake to work by keeping him engaged and
interested through things that he likes.
Jake loves diggers so Dan uses things like
this to keep Jake interested which makes
such a difference” Ruth also explained,
“Jake doesn’t have many opportunities
to take part in physical activities as he is
restricted to his chair and walking frame
which meant his strength has really

Jake has had lots of operations
throughout his life and is due a hip
operation early next year which will help
with his standing, walking and reduce
the chance of injury to his hip. Jake will
always require his therapies to continue
and will need various pieces of equipment
to support his development which the
family will be continuing their fundraising
for. Ruth told us what being with the Tree
of Hope means to them and how it has
helped their campaign, “It gives people
the confidence to donate, gift aid being
a great benefit as well and it just ensures
the funds are spent within the charitable
objects for Jake which is good for us to be
able to tell people.”

Jake is now at an age where independence
is important, explained Ruth. Through
their fundraising, they have recently been
able to purchase an all-terrain wheelchair
which will be life changing for Jake and
the rest of the family. “As a family we are
restricted” explained Ruth, who said as a
family they have found it quite difficult in
finding places to go where Jake can join
in family activities. “His new chair means
he’ll be able to walk our dog Maddie who
he loves leading and spending time with
and teaching her tricks!” The new chair
also means they can all now go to the
beach without Jake having to watch from
afar. “It’s sometimes the simplest things
that make all the difference that we all
take for granted and Jake can now join in
with us all which is so important for his
happiness” explained Ruth.

To support Jake, visit
www.treeofhope.org.uk
/jakesfund10

If you are thinking about
fundraising for your child’s
medical therapy, treatment
or equipment please contact
our Family Support Team on
01892535525 or via
families@treeofhope.org.uk.
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Fundraisin
Royal Parks Half Marathon
On a very wet Sunday in October, seven fantastic runners took to London to run 13 miles around some of the capital’s most
famous landmarks and Royal Parks in aid of Tree of Hope. The gloomy weather didn’t dampen spirits as sponsorship for our
runners raised an incredible £5,000 for Tree of Hope! A huge thank you to all of our phenomenal runners for their hard work
and their friends and family who came to cheer them on for all their support!
To reserve your place in the Royal Parks Half Marathon in 2019 contact kate.bourne@treeofhope.org.uk.

Sporting Heroes Lunch
On Friday 5th October, One Warwick Park hosted our second Sporting Heroes Lunch. 120 guests attended the lunch, including
Tree of Hope’s Patron, Paralympian Table Tennis player Ross Wilson. Entertainment for the lunch included an enjoyable speech
from Irish rugby legend Willie John McBride MBE, as well as a raffle, silent auction and live auction all overseen by Kent and
England Cricket Captain Chris Cowdrey. The event was organised by Tree of Hope Trustee Pip Lightbody. It was a huge success
and raised an extraordinary £15,000 for Tree of Hope!

Cook Book Launch
November 1st marked the launch of the eagerly anticipated The Cook Book – Sevenoaks, Tonbridge & Tunbridge Wells! The
launch party was held at The Small Holding at Kilndown, with contributors from the book supplying a dish for guests to enjoy.
There was a vast array of delicious food on offer, including dressed crab, oysters, homemade raw chocolate, leek and potato
soup and bobotie and rice.
We were thrilled to have many of the contributors in attendance, as well as the publishing team from Meze who came all the
way from Sheffield to celebrate with us!
600 books were purchased in the first 3 weeks of sale and orders are coming in thick and fast. It is hoped that the charity will
raise in excess of £30,000 from the project. A huge thank you to our amazing volunteers, Charlotte Rogers, Caroline Kings and
Severien Vits who worked tirelessly on this project over the summer, as well as all of our brilliant contributors for their hard
work in helping to create The Cook Book and for anyone who has bought a book so far. If you would like to buy a copy of the
book, head to any of the eateries featured in the book, or treeofhope.org.uk/shop.

ng News
Wine Tasting
This year saw our first Fine Wines evening organised by Tree of Hope Trustee Alex Noble. The event was
supported by Farr Vintners and took place in Sarasin & Partners’ entertaining suite overlooking St Paul’s
Cathedral in London.
The evening was a huge success and, with the help of a charity auction, raised an amazing £8,000 for Tree of
Hope. We would like to say an enormous thank you to all those involved, including Alex Noble, Henry Matson
with Farr Vintners and Sarasin & Partners. Your support is much appreciated.

Corporate Supporters
We are thrilled that Opus Telecom are continuing to support
Tree of Hope for a second year.
We are also delighted to have two new corporate partners
supporting us this year, Burton Solicitors, Pembury and
Holiday Inn, Ashford.

Community
After the huge success of Denny’s Fest back in September, the fabulous team at Denny’s Place
Barbers and 14 Arrows Tattoos have raised an additional £800 for Tree of Hope by holding
another day dedicated to £30 tattoos.
George Jones from Wilmington Village in Dartford, Kent held a sponsored litter pick around his
local area in order to raise funds for Tree of Hope. He raised an amazing £360 for Tree of Hope and said “I am very glad to
raise money for the charity”.
An enormous thank you to Freemasons of West Kent, who donated £2,500 to Tree of Hope through Tonbridge Mayor Cllr
Pam Bates.

Upcoming Events 2019
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•

Dine & Donate - March 1st - May 31st

•

Sporting Heroes Lunch - October (Date TBC)

•

Royal Parks Half Marathon - 13th October 2019

•

South Coast Challenge, walk or run 100km, 50km or 25km - 31st August/1st September

Contact kate.bourne@treeofhope.org.uk to get involved or reserve your place!

Grace’s Story
Grace has a rare genetic gene mutation that only 17 people in the world are diagnosed with. Her
family and community have come together to raise a mammoth £40,000 for her specialist intensive
physiotherapy that will help Grace reach further milestones.
At five and a half months old, Grace’s mum
and dad found her in her cot having a full
tonic clonic seizure. They immediately
called 999 but had no idea what was
happening, or why.
After various medications they couldn’t
stop the seizure and Grace was sedated
and ventilated to keep her safe and stable.
She went through various blood tests, CT
10

scans and lumbar puncture but no one
could provide any answers to the family.
After being discharged, just an hour and a
half later Grace was back in an ambulance
heading to hospital where nurses were
in disbelief that she was back again and
was sedated and ventilated again. Over
the following two weeks Grace suffered
another five seizures and more tests and

screenings took place.
During this time a neurologist had
mentioned there may be an underlying
genetic reason to why this was happening
so, Grace’s parents signed up to a research
project that provide a full genetic test
within four weeks.
After more in depth testing, at the

and preparation it takes.
We are very fortunate
they we are surrounded
by a great support
network of family and
friends who help us with
our fundraising efforts,
and are now in full swing
with plenty of events and
ideas” Dale told us.

beginning of 2018 the family received
Grace’ diagnosis. Grace had a mutation of
the gene RHOBTB2 (c.1448G>A). A gene
recently linked to epilepsy where only 17
other people in the world are diagnosed,
three in the UK.
There is very little medical literature
available about Grace’s condition and
her future development may mean that
she may never walk or talk with limited
comprehension. The first milestone
is to provide Grace with intensive
physiotherapy to help her try and sit
unaided, then to be able to weight bear,
stand and walk. She will need various bits
of specialist equipment and adaptations
made to her home as she grows. “Grace
is attending Kids Physio Works for physio
sessions once every 2 weeks. Grace
absolutely loves going and the staff there
not only help Grace but have given me
and my wife so much hope for the future.
Grace gets stronger after every visit and
with assistance has begun to sit and with
equipment stand on her own two feet
while being held by staff.” Dale explained.
Grace’s mother and father have come
to Tree of Hope for support to create
a campaign that would raise funds for
Grace’s additional needs, as many of
these will not be available through the UK
healthcare system. In just four months,
Grace’s campaign has raised £4000. It’s
an amazing amount in such a short space
of time “You hear a lot about people
organising fundraising events and think
to yourself how hard can it be, but when
you have to ask people to either donate
or contribute in such a hard economic
climate you realise how much hard work

Every campaign that is
set up by a family for a
child at Tree of Hope,
fundraises in which way
suits them. No campaign
is ever the same, some
take longer than others,
some may raise primarily
from events and others
may have connections to
big corporate companies
for donations. “We had a
Christmas Lucky square
game running, whereby
we have a number
of prizes donated by
companies and local
businesses and we sell
numbered squares at £2
a square. People have been so generous
with their donations... Events coming up
are themed raffles and our main event,
which is a charity dinner and dance, which
will be taking place at the end of March
with tickets going on sale in January. We
are hoping to sell our maximum amount
of 185 tickets so fingers
crossed. The night will
include a three course
meal, photo booth and
games and a band for
the evening! We are
hoping to get someone
to sign up to do a
sponsored bungee jump
for Grace too.”
No matter how you
fundraise community
plays such a large role
in most campaigns.
People love to support
local causes and
spreading the word
to friends, families,
colleagues, neighbours
and people around
you can really carry a
campaign, whether it
be donations, holding
events, offering raffle
prizes or free venues.
“We have advertised
this over social media
and we’ve reached such
a wide audience and
the response has been
amazing.” Says Dale

Hope they receive support with their
fundraising, the addition of Gift Aid on
eligible donations plus reassurance to
donors that their support will go directly
to help the intended child and their
medical needs. Dale said “Fundraising
with Tree of Hope has really helped, not
only do we get excellent support from
Georgina but we also get the benefits of
Gift Aid which maximises our donations.
The other benefit is having a registered
Charity number for Grace, this makes it
so much easier to approach companies
for donations etc as they know that
we are attached to such a trustworthy
and brilliant Charity. We also feel that
by having the money kept by a third
party, who then directly pay for Grace’s
physiotherapy means that people get a
sense of reassurance that their money is
only being used for what it’s meant to.”

To talk to Tree of Hope about
fundraising for your child’s specialist
medical treatment, therapy or
equipment, call Georgie or Lee on
01892 535525 or contact them via
families@treeofhope.org.uk.

When families
fundraise with Tree of
11

Home Adaptions
Tree of Hope support many families to fundraise for home adaptions that will transform their
child’s life, and the rest of the family too. When thinking about having adaptions there are many
things to consider to ensure you get a good quality build for the best price you can for your hard
fundraised money.
Hello, my name is Cathy Marsh and I have
worked at the Tree of Hope for over 2
years in the Finance Department.
I previously worked for 13 years at a cost
consultancy and have experience working
with a Project Team (Architect, Electrical
Engineer, Structural Engineer, Planning
Consultants, Project Managers & Quantity
Surveyors) on large Building Projects,
however, no matter how large or small
your building project the same rules can
be applied for a successful end build.
Information that will ensure Tree of
Hope are able to support you as much as
possible will include project details such
as your fundraising goal, a project outline;
and when you envisage the project
starting.
Outlined below are some basic processes
that will help you with your project. If you
have any questions that are not covered
below, please do give me a call and I will
try to find that answer for you. My direct
line is 01892 579248,

12

1. Planning your Build

2. Type of Contracts

If required aim to factor in to your
fundraising Consultant fees for:-

I.
The JCT’s Home Owner
Contracts are designed specifically for
people looking for the benefits and
protection of a contract when appointing
consultants or contractors to carry out
their building work.

•
•
•

Architect
Project Manager
Quantity Surveyor

Alternatively, (if the above does not apply
to you) when sourcing a Contractor to
carry out the Design and Build we advise
that you consider three prices in the
form of written Tenders so that you can
compare prices, timelines and quality of
products. (A contractor can provide a
Design & Build Contract that will give an
overall price for design, build, timeline &
costs at completion).
Worth noting that it will
benefit the project if the
Contractor’s you select to
tender have experience in
similar projects to yours.
Specifically ask the question
what VAT Exemption savings they gained
on previous projects or indeed what they
would hope to save on yours.

www.jctltd.co.uk/category/home-ownercontracts
II.
JCT Design and Build Contract is
designed for construction projects where
the contractor carries out both the design
and the construction work. Design and
build projects can vary in scale, but the
Design and Build Contract is generally
suitable where detailed provisions are
needed.
www.jctltd.co.uk/category/design-andbuild-contract The
III.
The JCT Minor Works Building
Contract is designed for smaller, basic
construction projects where the work is of
a simple nature.
www.jctltd.co.uk/category/minor-worksbuilding

3. HMRC

4. Grants

5. A few other things to help…

EXEMPT RATED Link to assist you and
your Contractor/Builder
www.gov.uk/vat-builders/disabled-people
www.blog.constructaquote.com/a-guideto-zero-rated-building-work/

Speak with your local council about your
project, go to their website to see if you
can qualify for a grant in relation to the
build or the equipment that will be needed
for the child. This enquiry is required in
the early stages of fundraising.
www.disabilityrightsuk.org/housing-grants

Keep us informed. Tree of Hope are
audited on the progress and accountability
of a project so keep in touch with us and
ask questions. We are here to support
your project and to take care of the
details. By following our guide, this will
ensure your project is completed to the
best possible standard in both quality and
financial aspects.

Alterations, Builds and
Equipment for disabled
use/purpose can generate
an Exemption on VAT as
previously mentioned please
speak with your builder at the first stage.
Potential savings can be substantial
depending on total project cost.

Use your charity registration with us
to your advantage. Please send us
your before and after pictures of the
project, these are useful not only for our
understanding of your project, but these
can be used to boost your fundraising, as
your supporters always like to see where
their money is going and may well entice
them to donate again.

Head to our website www.treeofhope.org.uk for the full article with direct links to each website mentioned above.
If you are thinking about fundraising for home adaptions for your child’s medical needs please contact Georgie
or Lee in our Family Support Team on 01892 535525.
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The recipe book sharing secrets behind some of
West Kent's most legendary eateries.

Buy Now at www.treeofhope.org.uk/shop

RJ Spoke Covers
Dewi’s cerebral palsy meant he was given his first wheelchair at two years old. When Dewi began
to ask why people were looking at him, dad Robert wanted to created designs for his wheelchair
that would give him some positive attention so, RJ Spoke Covers began.
Just over three years ago now Dewi
had SDR (selective dorsal rhizotomy). A
procedure that cuts nerves in the lower
back to reduce spasticity in children (and
adults) that have cerebral palsy, reducing
stiffness and pain, improving mobility and
in most cases enabling children to take
their first steps.

commented on how cool his wheels
looked and asked where they could get
them from. The same happened when we
came back to the UK so I decided to setup
a Facebook page so that families we had
met could get in contact.” To date, Robert
has made stickers for nearly 40 families
and some have come back for more.

When Dewi was just two years old he
was given his first wheelchair. Being the
observant little boy he is he began to ask
why people were looking at him. Dewi’s
dad Robert, wanted to create some
designs for his wheelchair wheels which
would bring him some positive attention,
so putting his IT teacher graphic design
skills to the test he came up with ‘RJSpoke
Covers’ to create bespoke designs that
Dewi would love for his wheelchair
wheels.

Dewi had SDR in November 2015 and
has been having physiotherapy through
the NHS, and also with SDR Progression
in Newport which paid for the funds
raised with Tree of Hope; enabling Dewi’s
dreams of being able to run, cycle, jump,
kick and climb begin to be fulfilled.
A saying that is often murmured around
the office here at Tree of Hope is that
‘fundraising is a marathon, not a sprint.’
Every campaign is different, and the
way people do it is different too. “There
isn’t a manual or guide to help you with
what to do and how to do it. It felt like
every avenue we tried to take we weren’t
making much progress. Having Tree of
Hope support our fundraising campaign
and allowing us to use their registered
charity number was one of the turning
points“ Robert says.

“He began to be conscious that in some
cases people were looking at him in a
negative sense. We were aware that some
people had designs on their wheelchair
wheels but we knew from what we had
seen that Dewi wouldn’t like them and we
wanted something that would bring him
positive attention.” explained Robert.
After enquiring with his local printers who
deemed it possible, Robert got designing.
Robert told us “At the time Dewi was
really into the Avengers and Hulk in
particular so I made a ‘Hulk Smash’ design.
I got it printed and stuck on to the plastic
spoke covers on his wheels which he
loved. While we were in St Louis for Dewi
to have his surgery lots of people around
the hospital and the general community
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People love to support local causes
so communities often play such a vital
part in making a difference to many
campaigns. “Our family, friends and
the local community were incredible
throughout our fundraising and as soon as
we started to get some publicity through
local newspapers, local radio and social
media we started to find that those
avenues began to be more fruitful and
more people/organisations would agree

to help us than not and in fact we found
we were being approached by complete
strangers asking if they could help in some
way. The biggest lesson we learnt from
our fundraising was that no matter how
tough it can be you’ve got to stick at it and
the more people you can reach with your
story through whatever means necessary
then the more effective the fundraising
campaign can be” Robert went on to say.
If you would like to see more of Robert,
RJ Spoke Covers work visit rjspokecovers.
co.uk and to get in touch about your own
designs send them a message via the
Facebookpage, RJSpokeCovers.
If you would like support from Tree
of Hope in fundraising for your child’s
medical care, please contact Georgie or
Lee in our Family Support Team on 01892
535525 or via families@treeofhope.org.
uk.

Support Tree of Hope
Tree of Hope offers hope to seriously ill and disabled children living in the UK and their families
by helping them to raise funds for vital operations that the NHS can’t provide, therapies and
treatments needed for rehabilitation and improvement, and specialist disability equipment and/
or adaptations to a family home.

We need your support to make a difference!

You can help to improve the lives of children with complex disabilities and illnesses by
making a regular donation or a one-off gift to Tree of Hope.

Your gift will enable Tree of Hope to:

• continue providing the legitimacy of belonging to a well-respected charity to hundreds of families, enabling them 		
to access funds for their child that would not be possible otherwise
• offer online giving platforms for fundraising, making the fundraising journey far more simple for the family than it could be
otherwise
• provide advice and guidance on the best ways of fundraising, and giving support throughout a family’s fundraising 		
campaign, including dealing with invoices and suppliers, and sharing news of other families in similar positions, 		
reducing the stress for families in very difficult situations

I want to support Tree of Hope to improve the lives of seriously ill and disabled children!
Please send to: Fundraising Manager, Salford House, Salford Terrace, 19-21 Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2RN
Title

First Name				

		

Surname

Address								
Telephone						
I enclose a cheque made payable to Tree of Hope for

Email

£

I wish to make a gift regularly and have completed the Standing Order form below

Standing Order Please send to Tree of Hope (address above) not your bank
If you use online banking you can set up your standing order or make a one-off donation through your on-line account as you normally would
rather than completing this form. Please make us aware of any donations you send in this way by emailing accountsreceivable@treeofhope.
org.uk
Your Bank Name
Bank Address
Account Number					

Sort Code

Name(s) of Account Holder(s)
Please pay to HSBC, 2 Devonshire Road, Bexhill on Sea, East Sussex, TN40 1AT, for the credit of Tree of Hope,
Account Number 31498045, Sort Code 40-10-14
The sum of

£				

Please take my gift
Commencing

Once		

D D M M Y		 Y

(please repeat in words)
Weekly		

Monthly

Annually

until further notice

Signature 							
Please amend any previous standing order to this beneficiary

Date
Ref:

Gift Aid Tax Declaration

I confirm that I am a UK income Tax or Capital Gains Tax payer, of an amount at least equal to the amount to be reclaimed. I
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all
my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I wish Tree of Hope to reclaim 25p in every pound from HMRC on all the
donations I make on or after the date of this declaration as Gift Aid.

Signature
Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1149254 / Scotland SCO42611
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How we help...

Tree of Hope helps children and young people with a disability or illness by supporting their
families to raise the funds that they need to pay for specialist care that is not available through the
health care system.
Our staff team support Tree
of Hope families by:
• Assisting with the creation of
a Tree of Hope online fundraising 		
campaign via Just Giving
• Making fundraising tools and 		
advice available to parents
• Ensuring staff are available on
the telephone
• Enabling each campaign to claim 		
gift aid because it is part of 		
registered charity Tree of Hope
• Putting families in touch with 		
other families in similar situations 		
for moral support
• Giving greater exposure to 		
campaigns nationally through 		
being associated with a well 		
recognised charity brand
• Support with managing funds
and paying invoices

www.treeofhope.org.uk
01892 535525

Who We Help...

What you can fundraise for

• Children under the age of 18, with
access to funds up to their 25th 		
birthday

Equipment including but not limited to
trikes, hydrotherapy pools, specialist
pushchairs & sensory equipment

• Children anywhere within the UK

Therapy, including; physiotherapy, horse
riding & swimming lessons

• A child suffering from a disability, 		
illness or autism

Medical Conditions we have
helped families with (not an

exhaustive list)

Cerebral Palsy
Retts Syndrome
Downs syndrome
Global Developmental Delay
Hypermobility
Congenital Hypotonia
Epilepsy
Visual Impairments
Meningitis complications
Lebers Congenital Amaurosis
Dravet Syndrome
Hypoxic Ischemic Encephalopathy Injury
Dystonia

Operations and treatment inside and
outside of the UK
House Adaptations including sensory
gardens and bathroom adaptions
Please remember to include all
your fundraising needs at the
start of your campaign. Speak to our
Family Support Team on 01892 535525
for advice.

Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1149254 / Scotland SCO42611

