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in this issue
We make no apologies this quarter for highlighting our
amazing Dine & Donate campaign on the front cover of
our newsletter- it’s a brilliant initiative and will help us to
ensure Tree of Hope’s great work continues and we help
many more children and young people in the future.
Our aim is to raise £25,000 to celebrate our 25th
anniversary and are encouraging people to sign up and
host an event- the more fun the better! Our launch party
saw guests having a go at modelling icing and picking up
smarties with chopsticks- it all got very competitive!
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We also highlight Stem Cell therapy in this edition- we
have worked with the UK Stem Cell Foundation to
ensure that the guidance we give families meets their
guidelines and best practice and several families have
received invaluable advice from them helping them
to make the best, and safest, decision for their child’s
treatment. We know that clear and trusted advice at the
stage when you are deciding on the best treatment is
critical and we partner with a number of organisations to
ensure that this advice is up to date and unambiguous.
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Hopefully by the time you are reading this the weather
will have started to warm up and you will be making
plans for Easter- which we hope will include something
Dine & Donate related to show your support for our
great charity.
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HELLO

and I can’t wait to see what
everybody hosts - we’re hearing
about Ready Steady Cooks,
Murder Mysteries, fancy dress
dinners and brunch buffets! It’s
Tree of Hope’s biggest campaign
yet and it’s great to see the word
spreading to help us raise much
needed funds to reach more
families and children that need

As you can probably see, we have
taken a different approach to this
editions front cover, as Dine and
Donate launches! I am SO excited
about the campaign, we already
have lots of people supporting

our support. Head to the Dine
and Donate page to find out how
to sign up too.
www.dineanddonate.uk
Harriet Kerly, Editor
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Only 8% get services
from their local authority.*

Tree of Hope works
with families to get
the services they
need.

3x

3x

It costs up to three times more to
raise a disabled child than it does a
child without disabilities.*

raised in 2016

autism, cerebral palsy, cystic fibrosis,
plagiocephaly, global developmental
delay and childhood cancers, retts
syndrome, epilepsy, visual impairments,
dystonia, down syndrome and meningitis
complications, SWAN and many more.

£

by holding each child’s
campaign fund in trust
meaning that fundraised
money is only used for
their medical needs.

Tree of Hope are here to
reduce that cost burden.

£2.4
million
Tree of Hope and all its
volunteers raise funds for
therapy, treatment and
equipment for children
with varying illnesses
and disabilities. Including
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Staff team of 9
Working accross
the UK and
Ireland



Supporting over
800 families

Due to medical advancements,
there are more options
available than ever before
to help children with their
specific medical needs.

Tree of Hope
provides financial,
marketing,
social media and
fundraising advice
and support.


65%

of families caring for
disabled children
reported feeling
isolated frequently.*

Tree of Hope connects
families together.

*Statistics from the Disability Living Foundation
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Stem Cell Therapy
What is a stem cell?
The human body has many different types
of cells, each with a different structure
and function. For example, your skin cells
are built to protect your body while your
nerve cells are built to transmit signals
through your body.
Stem cells are like a blank canvas; they do
not have a specific structure or function.
However, they do have the ability to take
on the structure and function of another
type of cell (e.g. a skin cell) if they are
placed in the right environment and under
the right conditions. You can find stem
cells all throughout your body. When a cell
is worn out, your body uses stem cells to
grow a replacement.

What is stem cell therapy?
Stem cell therapy is essentially taking
these blank canvas cells and injecting
them into the body to help the body repair
and replace damaged cells (this is called
regenerative medicine). Let’s talk about
the three types of stem cells that can be
used in stem cell therapy;

Who gets stem cell therapy?
Just like any other type of medicine, stem
cell therapy has to be proven as effective
and safe through scientific research before
it is made available to the public. Based on
scientific research, there are three types of
stem cell therapy that are considered safe
and effective; Treatment for specific blood
and immune conditions, Skin grafts for
severe burns, Repairing damaged corneas
(the surface of the eye).

What are the risks and
benefits of stem cell
therapy?
The risks and benefits will vary based
on the type of stem cell therapy being
provided. For the three types of stem cell
therapy outlined above (blood/immune
conditions, skin grafts, and damaged
corneas), research has shown that stem
cell therapy is safe and effective.
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However, these three therapies still
contain complex medical procedures
and carry some risk. Your doctor should
always inform you of these risks before a
procedure.

Why isn’t stem cell
therapy readily available?
Besides the three uses outlined previously,
most uses for stem cells have not been
proven as safe and effective by research
yet.
Our cells are made of tens of thousands of
different parts, so it is difficult to predict
how our stem cells will behave when they
are injected into a new environment.
There is no scientific evidence to suggest
that stem cells will automatically sense
which environment they are in and which
condition they are treating. In some cases,
stem cells may cause more harm than
good by growing into the wrong type of
cell. More scientific research is needed to
make sure that future uses for stem cells
are safe and effective before they are
made available to the public.
However, there are ongoing clinical trials
all over the world looking at the use of
stem cell therapy for many conditions
including; macular degeneration,
neurological conditions (e.g. Parkinson’s),
diabetes, spinal cord injuries, heart
disease, multiple sclerosis, and cartilage/
tendon injuries (e.g. arthritis).

Make an informed
decision
It is important to remember that
experimental treatments carry significant
risks and not all clinical trials are equally
legitimate or safe. Before you decide to
pursue an experimental treatment, you
need to establish the legitimacy of the
treatment and the risks and procedures
involved in the trial.
Gather as much information as you can
about the treatment before you make a
decision. Here are some resources you
can consult before you decide to pursue a

stem cell therapy trial:
Contact the UK Stem Cell Foundation
whose guidance we follow when making
decisions whether to accept a campaign
involving Stem Cell treatments.
www.ukscf.org
International Society for Stem Cell
Research (ISSCR) Patient Handbook
www.isscr.org. This patient handbook
explains the procedures and documents
involved in a clinical trial. It also gives you
a list of things to look for and things to
avoid when considering stem cell therapy.
It contains an extensive list of questions to
ask the trial team before you commit to a
treatment.
Your doctors. Talk to your doctors about
any treatment being offered to get a
second independent opinion. If possible,
bring along any documents/forms that
you are given by the trial team. Compare
the clinical trial with any other available
treatments where possible. If you do
decide to pursue the treatment, make sure
your doctors are informed.

How can Tree of Hope
Help You?
At Tree of Hope, we support children and
young people with a disability or illness
by helping families raise money to pay for
specialist care that is not freely available
through the UK healthcare system. Should
you wish to pursue stem cell therapy, we
may be able to help you raise the money
needed to pay for the treatment.
Content Written by: Marissa Mes, PhD
Candidate, MSc Health Psychology
UCL School of Pharmacy | Department
of Practice and Policy | Centre for
Behavioural Medicine

For more information on
what we can do for you,
please contact Georgie in
our Family Support Team
on 01892 535525 or via
families@treeofhope.org.uk.

The Changing Places campaign was
founded by PAMIS in 2006 when former
member of staff and parent carer Jenny
Whinnet highlighted the need for toilet
facilities for people with profound and
multiple learning disabilities. PAMIS then
joined forces with former consortium
member Mencap and the campaign began
to take shape. In late 2017, Mencap left
the consortium and Muscular Dystrophy
UK joined as co-chairs.

• Choosing to stay at home rather than
go out.
• Leaving a venue early to go home and
change a loved one.
• Changing a loved one on a public toilet
floor or in a car boot both of which are
undignified, unhygienic and unsafe.
Some disabled people even self-medicate
so that they do not “need to go” when
they are out.
Changing Places toilets cater for lots of
people, including people with complex
learning disabilities; people with physical
disabilities; older people with mobility
and/or cognitive issues or dementia; and
people with cancer coping with colostomy
bags. They of course also cater for the
families and carers of these individuals
because you wouldn’t leave a loved one at
home, would you?

Thousands of disabled children and
adults in the UK, as well as their families
and carers need Changing Places
toilets. Changing Places toilets are for
disabled children and adults who are
either physically unable to manoeuvre
themselves onto a toilet or who require
continence aids such as nappies/padded
products. A Changing Places toilet has
more space than a standard disabled
toilet for equipment, the disabled person
and their carer(s). It also has an adultsized adjustable height changing bench, a
peninsular toilet, a tracking hoist, which
can safely transfer the disabled person
onto the changing bench and/or toilet and
a colostomy shelf. In addition, a Changing
Places toilet has a privacy screen so that
carers can use a toilet discreetly, but with
the reassurance that the person that they
care for is safe with them.

Please support the Changing Places toilet
consortium in campaigning for these
facilities and asking venues to install them.
Everybody deserves the right to go to the
toilet safely and with dignity.

The Changing Places
campaign is important
to Tree of Hope and
the families we support
to
ensure
children,
young
people
and
adults with learning
and physical disabilities
have a fully equipped
toilet that is safe and
comfortable to use.
Tree of Hope supports
many families that need
fully accessible toilets,
from babies to young
adults. Together we can
help raise awareness of
businesses and decision
makers to ensure there
is a Changing Places
toilet in every area.

Without these facilities, thousands
of disabled people and their families
are prevented from accessing their
communities and are isolated. Not only do
they feel excluded from society, they are
faced with awful dilemmas when it comes
to the disabled person’s toileting needs.
For example:
5

Please Help Pippa
Pippa was born with a rare skin condition called Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB). Having EB means that
Pippa faces daily battles so her family started Pippa’s fundraising campaign to ensure she gets the
vital equipment she needs to help her in everyday life.
When Pippa was born in 2016 she only
had 90% of her skin on her hands and
feet. Her parents, Rhiannon and Damien
were told she had an incurable disease,
Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB).
Pippa has shown incredible strength every
day to fight this skin condition. Now,
Rhiannon and Damien have started their
campaign for vital equipment and house
adaptations that will help Pippa with her
daily battle.

Pippa’s Daily Battle
Every day Pippa undergoes a full dressing
change lasting from an hour to three
hours. All her blisters have to be lanced
and drained. Her dry skin and scabs have
to be removed and her skin smothered in
different moisturiser and healing balms.
Throughout the day any large blisters
6

that form need to be lanced. Pippa gets
60-100 blisters a day all over her body,
inside her mouth and ears. Her nappies
have to be lined to stop them rubbing and
numerous creams applied in an attempt to
reduce friction.
Pippa is very prone to skin infections.
She is fighting staphylococcal A and Strep
G for the second time this year, both
are serious infections which have to be
detected and treated quickly. Pippa’s bath
will help to reduce her risk of infection.

Pippa’s Campaign
In just a few months Pippa’s campaign has
raised over £22,000 so we caught up with
Rhiannon to see how they got on with
their fundraising.
Social Media is a great, free tool used by
many families to get their story out there,

and Pippa’s campaign was no different.

“

Being part of Tree
of Hope has made
a huge difference.
Being a registered
charity gives people
confidence that the
money they donate
is going to the right
place

”

Rhiannon said “Using social media to
launch our campaign has been massive,
we created Pippa her own page and make
sure we update it every day and share it
constantly. We also shared her page on
the local community pages which gave ▶

us a huge boost and meant our story was
picked up by local press. Working closely
with them to build a relationship means
they have printed three stories on Pippa

friends and Pippa is known by everyone
which makes her condition easier to
manage when we are out.

what the future will mean for Pippa.
Smooth flooring is a must for Pippa, carpet
causes friction and grout lines on tiles hurt
her feet. Underfloor heating would give
a constant temperature rather than the
hot spots radiators create. Our driveway
is uneven with a step into the house, we
don’t know yet how reliant Pippa will be
on a wheelchair but this would also need
looking at long term.
Our first priority is ensuring we can get
Pippa’s area built, this will take pressure
off the whole family allowing me to return
to work and long term we should be able
to make the adaptions ourselves without
the need to fundraise.
Every family takes on their fundraising
journey in different ways but involving
local communities and spreading the
word via social media is most common
and Pippa’s story was no different.
“Social media and local community are

“
all on the front or second page, from this
we were also contacted by a magazine
who paid for our story and were printed
in national newspapers which gave our
fundraising a real kick start.” Rhiannon
continued “We also held a fun day in
our local village hall which raised an
incredible £5000. We contacted lots of
small local business from Minature ponies
to bouncy castles and cake sellers, they
all donated their time to the day free of
charge and donated to the fund for having
a table. We advertised on social media,
paid out a small amount to have 2000
leaflets printed which we did a leaflet
drop locally and sent them home with all
the children at the local school. It was
amazing, and really launched Pippa with
the local community, people got to meet
her and really understand what she goes
through. The community around us has
been amazing, we have made new lifelong

The money raised for Pippa will go
towards specialist equipment and house
adaptations that will make her life easier,
reduce infection and relieve a little pain.
At the moment Pippa takes daily morphine
and 6 hourly paracetamol, and on bad
days sedatives
“The specialist bath we are funding will
massively reduce Pippa’s pain and risk of
infection. Infections are very dangerous
for Pippa as they spread rapidly and are
difficult to get under control meaning
long spells of antibiotics, only having
one bath means we are at risk of getting
infections from Pippa and she is at risk of
picking them up from us. The changing
area will reduce Pippa’s stress levels when
entering her bedroom as she currently
has her dressings completed over her cot
it makes her bedroom not a nice place
to be. Her bedroom will also have air
conditioning as Pippa can’t tolerate heat
changes, it will give her a consistent cool
temperature which is often too cold for
the rest of the family. She’s had no heating
in her bedroom all winter and sleeps
with no covers!! It’s the only way she’s
comfortable. As Pippa grows her bedroom
and bathroom will give her the space
and privacy to manage her condition
without being concerned with the
rest of the family’s needs or worries
about bumping into visitors in the
hall way.”
These adaptations are not the
only changes that can be made to
Pippa’s life that will enable her and
her family to have a better quality
of life and they do not know yet

Social media and local
community are the key
to our success.

”

the key to our success. Involve as many
local groups, pubs and people as you
can as this spreads the word quickly and
people like to help their neighbours.
Definitely approach local bank staff as
they are always willing to help especially
if you already have ideas to hold events”
explained Rhiannon.
Fundraising with a registered charity
is beneficial to individual fundraising
campaigns due to the accessibility to
Gift Aid, corporate donations, as well as
the support that Tree of Hope offers to
families. “Being part of Tree of Hope has
made a huge difference. Being a registered
charity gives people confidence that the
money they donate is going to the right
place. It also opens the doors for matched
funding which you can’t get without
being a charity. Because of Tree of Hope
we have also been granted £1000 from
another charitable fund.

If you are thinking about
fundraising for your child’s
medical therapy, treatment
or equipment please contact
our Family Support Team on
01892535525 or via
families@treeofhope.org.uk
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Fundraising News
Clear Out January
This January many of our local corporate supporters embarked on Clear Out January.
The campaign encouraged employees to gather bags of unwanted items and donate
them to Tree of Hope to raise vitals funds.
We would like to say a huge thank you to all the staff at MCM NET, Heartwood
Investment Management, Thomson Snell and Passsmore and everybody else who took
part and kindly donated their unwanted belongings!

Kent Modified Fords
The amazing group at Kent Modified Fords
raised an incredible £1200 at their Family Fun
Day back in December. A big thanks to all the
organisers and attendees for all their support!

Christmas
This Christmas we had lots of generous support and donations from
companies who wanted to give back over the Festive Period. The dedicated
team at Aylesford Couriers distributed gifts donated by many generous
shoppers at Heart Kent’s Giving Tree at Bluewater shopping center, to all of
our Kent based families.
Tonbridge Old Fire Station let the people of Tonbridge get creative with salt
dough decorations and raised £126 in just a couple of weeks.
Waitrose Kings Hill and John Lewis Tunbridge Wells made us one of their
community champions over the festive period and combined donated over
£1000.

Royal Parks Half Marathon
This year Tree of Hope have been lucky enough to obtain five places in the Royal Parks
Half Marathon. The sought after run takes in some of the capital’s world – famous
central landmarks on closed roads, and four of London’s eight Royal Parks - Hyde Park,
Green Park, St James’s Park and Kensington Gardens. If you would like to run for Tree
of Hope please contact Kate via kate.bourne@treeofhope.org.uk. Registration fee is
£25 with a minimum sponsorship of £500.
Dragon Boat Racing
Due to the success of the previous two years, Tree of Hope
will once again be paddling at the Bewl Water Dragon Boat
Festival! If you would like to join many of our supporters and
get your friends, family or colleagues together to take up
the challenge and race for Tree of Hope or for your child’s
campaign please contact kate.bourne@treeofhope.org.uk.
£340per team of minimum 17.
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Charity Golf Day
In of
aid Hope
of Tree of Hope
In aid of Tree

Knole Park Golf Club
Thursday July 5th 2018
From 12pm
£380 per team of 4
Join us from 12pm at Knole Park Golf Club, Sevenoaks for a Ploughmans lunch
followed by 18 holes of golf and a celebratory two course carvery meal in the
evening. Please contact Kate via kate.bourne@treeofhope.org.uk or on 01892
535525 to book your places now!
Tree of Hope helps children and young people with a disability or illness by supporting their
families to raise the funds that they need to pay for specialist medical treatment, therapy and
equipment that is not freely available to them through the UK healthcare system.

www.treeofhope.org.uk
Registered charity Company No 1149254 & SCO42611
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Dine and Donate
The campaign so far...

Tonbridge Old Fire Station led the way for the campaign by hosting
their Dine and Donate dinner with celebrity chefs Daniel Britten
and Jimi Mistry cooking up a very special menu. 45 guests joined
the Masterchef Finalist and Actor for a 5-course banquet menu with
paired wines to raise money to support seriously ill and disabled
children all over the UK to get the vital medical care they need.

Congratulations to Mandy from Flowers
By Enchantment, Tonbridge who won the
Dine and Donate hamper kindly donated
by Index Magazine. Mandy was entered
into the raffle after signing up to host a
Coffee Morning in the florist!

Sign Up
Now!

www.dineanddonate.u

k

Receive your exclusive
host pack, including lots
of inspiration, delicious
recipes, and advice to
make your Dine and
Donate a huge success!

I’m
hosting a
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Back in January we launched Dine and Donate, our biggest
fundraiser yet, with a fabulous evening of foodie fun. Great
British Bake Off Finalist Jane Beedle joined us for a baking
demonstration, foodie games got our guests very competitive
and there was local cider and handmade cupcakes on offer
donated by Turners Cider and Butterflower Bakes. The event
encouraged many of our local supporters, and beyond, to
host their own event and raise much needed funds so that
Tree of Hope can reach and support many more families in its
25th year.
Thank you to our friends at Index Magazine and MCM Net
who have been a huge support for the campaign, already
proving it a success!

Burgers and Board Games, Alfresco Afternoon Tea, Cocktails and Canapés, International

Waffle Day Breakfast, Wine Tasting, Traditional Pie and Mash Night,

Buffet brunches

, Murder Mysteries, Royal Wedding Street Party, Easter Egg Hunt Lunch,

Cheese Night, FA Cup Feast.

#WhatWillYouHost

Join the likes of...

Eric Lanlard

Wendi Peters

Edd Kimber

Alex Deakin

Paul A Young

Jane Beedle

Daniel Britten
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Jude’s
Journey
Jude was born at just 34 weeks, and spent his first three weeks in special care. He was later
diagnosed with cerebral palsy. After diagnosis Jude’s family went on to fundraise over £25,000 for
life changing SDR surgery. Jude’s father now founded and runs Stoke City Cerebral Palsy FC.
Jude and his family have been a part of
the Tree of Hope since 2015 and their
journey continues to go from strength to
strength since deciding to have SDR at
the Portland Hospital in London. Jude is 9
years old and lives in Staffordshire with his
Dad, Tony, Mum, and twin sister. Jude was
diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy at the age
of 2 and has always been so determined
to fight his condition but found it
frustrating that he wasn’t able to compete

“

Our goal is for
all children of
varying ages and
abilities to have
an opportunity
despite having
Cerebral Palsy

12

”

in his favourite game of football.
Jude is a huge football fan and since his
operation, it has become a significant part
of his rehabilitation programme, since his
Dad set up Stoke City Cerebral Palsy FC!
We caught up with Jude’s Dad, Tony to
see how everything is going for Jude since
having his procedure and what he’s been
up to!
Tony told us that they have
been really pleased with the way
everything has gone. “It’s been a
hard journey and Jude is still working
hard and continuing his activities.
He’s such a happy boy which is all we
could want as parents.”
Prior to his operation, Tony took Jude
to a football team which targeted
children of varying disabilities.
Despite the travelling Tony told us
it was worth the journey as they did
lots of training and team activities to
engage the children which was really
worthwhile. “The only thing missing
was the competition element which
Jude and most kids who compete in

sports like football, want” Tony explained,
which spurred the idea of Stoke City
Cerebral Palsy Football Club.
The response Tony told us has been
amazing as it has given children like Jude,
the chance at taking part in a competitive
sport. “Our goal is for all children of
varying ages and abilities to have an
opportunity despite having Cerebral Palsy”
said Tony, who is a real advocate for the

team and now have 25 children registered.
Tony stressed that it’s really important
to be able to develop the children and
ensure that their wellbeing is the best it
can be. “Helping the children develop the
social interactions that goes with sport is
also really important and makes a huge
difference.” he explained.
To make the venture even more exciting,
the team have also had the fantastic
involvement of Stoke City Premier
Football Club who have been really
interested and so proactive in their
involvement. The children have training
sessions with the coaches and players
themselves and some have been pushed
up into the Stoke Talent Hub, which gives
the children the opportunity to develop
their skills further and take part in further
training at professional level. Tony is a
great advocate for the team and has really

“

It’s been a hard
journey and
Jude is still
working hard and
continuing his
activities. He’s
such a happy boy
which is all we
could want as
parents

campaign was in full swing and we wanted
to know how Jude’s family did it and what
they learnt from their fundraising journey.
Before going into any fundraising, Tony
really stressed how important it was to
ensure a support network around you,
whether it be friends and family, work
colleagues, people from your community,
because it’s too much to do by yourself.
Especially to keep the momentum going,
as fundraising does take up so much
energy and time and given that Tony
was very focused on taking Jude to
physiotherapy and carrying out the physio
in their spare time at home, it was crucial
the family had that support around them
for the fundraising to be possible.
He also explained how important it was
being part of the Tree of Hope. “Having
a team managing the back office side of
things made a huge difference and always
having someone to talk to and to answer
any questions was really helpful.”
“Without having the platform to fundraise
with a registered charity wouldn’t have
given us the tax relief benefits or the
reassurance that all the money raised
would be held separately for Jude’s needs.
Tony went on to say that it was really
important to have that separation of
funds to make sure the money was there
for Jude when he needed it following the

If you have found this
article inspiring, you can
also follow Stoke City
Cerebral Palsy FC on
Facebook too, to see
what Jude and his team
get up to!

operation. The family have used it for
splints to help Jude’s development as well
as ongoing private physiotherapy.
Tony also made the very important point
that it’s crucial for parents exploring
treatment for their children to know that
SDR is not a cure or miracle. It gives the
tools to be able to manage Cerebral Palsy
in a better way for the child to then move
into adulthood which is a message we
hear from many of our families and SDR
Centres and suppliers.

”

enjoyed developing the kids to give them
the confidence to do what they want to do
and get to where they want to be.
From the success of the football, Jude’s
Dad and God Father set up a weekly
boxing club which is available for all
children to take part in. Tony put in a
lot of time with Jude following his SDR
surgery and wanted to involve Jude in as
many activities as possible to help with
his strength and development which is
even more important especially as a child
develops and approaches puberty. So
along with his physiotherapy, Tony took
Jude to his local gym and it was here that
they discovered boxing was a really great
activity for children to do as part of their
rehabilitation as it engages all elements of
movement, agility and strength training.
Jude is a very busy young man these days
and Tony is dedicated to keeping Jude
as active as possible, although Jude still
appreciates some much needed time out
to relax on his play station!
It has been a few years since Jude’s

Thinking of fundraising?

To find out more information about how your child can
benefit from being a part of the Tree of Hope, head to
our website or contact a member of the team on
01892 535525.
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Superstar
of the Day

At Tree of Hope we work with inspiring
and brave families on a daily basis, as well
as dedicated supporters and fundraisers
that volunteer their time to help raise
funds and get children the vital medical
treatment, equipment and therapy they
need.
Over the past few months we have been
sharing our Tree of Hope Superstars
Stories across our social media channels to

If you would like to nominate your child,
fundraiser or supporter to be a Tree of
Hope Superstar of the Day please contact
Harriet via marketing@treeofhope.org.uk
with the following elements.

- A picture of your Superstar
- A short video clip (filmed on a mobile
phone is fine!) of your Superstar, it
could be your child at physio, doing
their favourite hobby or simply playing.
Alternatively, a clip of your Superstar
talking about the campaign/fundraising
or of you talking about the Superstar!
- Information on why you have nominated
your chosen Superstar.

Simon

Freya

Georgie

Simon is the Commercial Operations
Section Manager at Marks and
Spencer Tunbridge Wells. Over the
past few years Simon has led the way
with fundraising for Tree of Hope in
store and with staff members. So,
far this year they have transformed
our meeting room and smashed their
£10,000 fundraising target!

Freya was born with two holes in her
heart and cerebral palsy. This year she
has undergone SDR (selective dorsal
rhizotomy) to help her become more
mobile. Just weeks later brave and
determined Freya was up on her feet
at physiotherapy!

Georgie is Tree of Hope’s Family
Support Officer. She works with all of
our families to ensure they reach the
target for their fundraising campaigns.
Georgie is the first port of call for all
our families and is always contactable
on families@treeofhope.org.uk or via
01892 535525.

www.treeofhope.org.uk/freyaslittlelegs

Thomas

Kallie

Thomas’ family are raising £75,000
for his medical needs. Brave Thomas
underwent SDR last year to release
spasticity and enable him to be more
mobile and pain free, and now postoperation continues to work extremely
hard at physiotherapy to ensure he
continues to develop to his best
potential.

Kallie has congenital heart disease and
cerebral palsy. In the last year brave
Kallie has undergone many surgeries,
including SDR (Selective dorsal rhizotomy) to ensure she will be able to live
the most fulfilling and independent life
possible. Since her operation Kallie has
worked incredibly hard at physiotherapy and was able to take her first steps
walking into school!

www.treeofhope.org.uk/helpthomastodance
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show the rest of our supporters the work
they do and why we help the children we
do. Below is a very small snippet of some
of our superstars featured so far!

Amelie
Amelie has cerebral palsy. Tree of
Hope supported her and her family
to raise £50,000 for life changing
treatment; equipment and therapy
that will help her develop. They raised
the funds in a matter of weeks and
now Amelie is developing faster than
they ever imagined.

Support Tree of Hope
Tree of Hope offers hope to seriously ill and disabled children living in the UK and their families
by helping them to raise funds for vital operations that the NHS can’t provide, therapies and
treatments needed for rehabilitation and improvement, and specialist disability equipment and/
or adaptations to a family home.

We need your support to make a difference!

You can help to improve the lives of children with complex disabilities and illnesses by
making a regular donation or a one-off gift to Tree of Hope.

Your gift will enable Tree of Hope to:

• continue providing the legitimacy of belonging to a well-respected charity to hundreds of families, enabling them 		
to access funds for their child that would not be possible otherwise
• offer online giving platforms for fundraising, making the fundraising journey far more simple for the family than it could be
otherwise
• provide advice and guidance on the best ways of fundraising, and giving support throughout a family’s fundraising 		
campaign, including dealing with invoices and suppliers, and sharing news of other families in similar positions, 		
reducing the stress for families in very difficult situations

I want to support Tree of Hope to improve the lives of sick and disabled children!
Please send to: Fundraising Manager, Salford House, Salford Terrace, 19-21 Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2RN
Title

First Name				

		

Surname

Address								
Telephone						
I enclose a cheque made payable to Tree of Hope for

Email

£

I wish to make a gift regularly and have completed the Standing Order form below

Standing Order Please send to Tree of Hope (address above) not your bank
If you use online banking you can set up your standing order or make a one-off donation through your on-line account as you normally would
rather than completing this form. Please make us aware of any donations you send in this way by emailing accountsreceivable@treeofhope.
org.uk
Your Bank Name
Bank Address
Account Number					

Sort Code

Name(s) of Account Holder(s)
Please pay to HSBC, 2 Devonshire Road, Bexhill on Sea, East Sussex, TN40 1AT, for the credit of Tree of Hope,
Account Number 31498045, Sort Code 40-10-14
The sum of

£				

Please take my gift
Commencing

Once		

D D M M Y		 Y

(please repeat in words)
Weekly		

Monthly

Annually

until further notice

Signature 							
Please amend any previous standing order to this beneficiary

Date
Ref:

Gift Aid Tax Declaration

I confirm that I am a UK income Tax or Capital Gains Tax payer, of an amount at least equal to the amount to be reclaimed. I
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all
my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I wish Tree of Hope to reclaim 25p in every pound from HMRC on all the
donations I make on or after the date of this declaration as Gift Aid.

Signature
Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1149254 / Scotland SCO42611
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How we help...

Tree of Hope helps children and young people with a disability or illness by supporting their
families to raise the funds that they need to pay for specialist care that is not available through the
health care system.
Our staff team support Tree
of Hope families by:
• Assisting with the creation of
a Tree of Hope online fundraising 		
campaign via Just Giving
• Making fundraising tools and 		
advice available to parents
• Ensuring staff are available on
the telephone
• Enabling each campaign to claim 		
gift aid because it is part of 		
registered charity Tree of Hope
• Putting families in touch with 		
other families in similar situations 		
for moral support
• Giving greater exposure to 		
campaigns nationally through 		
being associated with a well 		
recognised charity brand
• Support with managing funds
and paying invoices

www.treeofhope.org.uk
01892 535525

Who We Help...

What you can fundraise for

• Children under the age of 18, with
access to funds up to their 25th 		
birthday

Equipment including but not limited to
trikes, hydrotherapy pools, specialist
pushchairs & sensory equipment

• Children anywhere within the UK

Therapy, including; physiotherapy, horse
riding & swimming lessons

• A child suffering from a disability, 		
illness or autism

Medical Conditions we have
helped families with (not an

exhaustive list)

Cerebral Palsy
Retts Syndrome
Downs syndrome
Global Developmental Delay
Hypermobility
Congenital Hypotonia
Epilepsy
Visual Impairments
Meningitis complications
Lebers Congenital Amaurosis
Dravet Syndrome
Hypoxic Ischemic Encephalopathy Injury
Dystonia

Operations and treatment inside and
outside of the UK
House Adaptations including sensory
gardens and bathroom adaptions
Please remember to include all
your fundraising needs at the
start of your campaign. Speak to our
Family Support Team on 01892 535525
for advice.

Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1149254 / Scotland SCO42611

