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Hello, and welcome to the Spring
Tree of Hope newsletter!
Hopefully this newsletter reaches you with a few glimmers
of Spring in the air and the anticipation of Easter just around
the corner.
We have had a busy few months at Tree of Hope since
Christmas, speaking to many existing and new families on
the phone and giving out much needed help and support.
We have spoken to many of you about the pitfalls of
Crowdfunding as individuals rather than under the Tree
of Hope banner, including the high profile and amazing
campaign for Kelly Turner. Kelly’s family need to raise
$1.2million for life-saving treatment in the USA and initially
started crowdfunding. When they found out about us they
realised that by working with Tree of Hope they would
financially benefit their campaign significantly, allowing
corporate donations, GiftAid, applications to Trusts and
Foundations, access to PR and of course the ability to chat to
our team when required.
Everyone has a choice how they fundraise of course but if
you have a large and daunting target to reach wouldn’t you
want all the help you can get?
Call our team at Tree of Hope for more information.
Finally as we’re talking Fundraising don’t forget our Starfish
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Races in May and Dragonboat racing in September- lots
of families have taken part in the past and had fun raising
money for their campaigns. Call Kate our new Fundraising
Manager on 01892 579245 for more information. I Look
forward to meeting many of you at these events later in the
year.
			
Kind regards
			

			Gill

			Gill Gibb
			
Chief Executive Officer
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HELLO
Hello! It’s been an exciting start to the year at Tree of Hope. As you may have noticed we have
given our website a much needed face-lift so that you, our families and supporters can navigate
and find the information you need quickly and easily. (We would love to hear your feedback!
Please send any comments to harriet@treeofhope.org.uk). We have also had more new
members of the team and an office move! We have said goodbye to lovely Tunbridge Wells for a
brilliant new office in Tonbridge that’s much more suitable for our charity needs- a big thanks to
our Office Manager Marcia, for making it happen! Please remember to tell all your fundraisers
and supporters our new address ‘Tree of Hope, Salford House, Salford Terrace, 19-21 Quarry
Hill Road, Tonbridge TN9 2RN.’ If you have any ideas or would like to be in a future newsletter
you can contact me on harriet@treeofhope.org.uk

Introductions....
Alexandra Noble, Trustee
Alex joined Tree of Hope just before Christmas as our newest trustee. She volunteers her time
on the Board and the Fundraising & Marketing sub-committee, to help improve and develop
Tree of Hope. In her professional life, Alex founded a large marketing, management and
investment consultancy firm in the captive insurance, pension fund, asset management and
charity sectors.

Kate Bourne, Fundraising Manager
We would like to introduce you to Kate, our latest member of the team. Kate Bourne is our new
Fundraising Manager! Her previous experience includes a full-time volunteering role on a local
community project raising an incredible £250,000 for new adventure grounds. Previous to this
Kate worked in client services at two large investment companies. Welcome to the team Kate!

Goodbye for now...
Emma Bourne
We’re extremely sad to see her go! Emma our Fundraising Manager is off on maternity leave
from the 10th March so we’re sending her lots of good luck and can’t wait to meet the little
one! For any fundraising queries please now direct these to kate@treeofhope.org.uk

Important Information, Change of address.
Tree of Hope, Salford House, Salford Terrace, 19-21 Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2RN
Stay up to date with our latest news
@treeofhopecc

treeofhope.childrenscharity
www.linkedin.com/company/tree-of-hope
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What is

Cystic Fibrosis?
What is Cystic Fibrosis?
Cystic Fibrosis is a genetic condition
that affects nearly 11,000 people in the
UK alone. Tree of Hope supports many
children in getting the treatment they
need.
The gene that is affected by Cystic
Fibrosis is the one that controls
movement and salt in and out of cells,
which leads to a build-up of mucus in
the digestive system, lungs, and other
organs resulting in a range of challenging
symptoms.
Cystic Fibrosis comes from two faulty
copies of the gene. One inherited from
each parent. There are many different
gene mutations which cause Cystic
Fibrosis meaning each person with the
condition can suffer with very different
symptoms.

CF Today
Cystic Fibrosis was first described in the
1930s and treatment has, since then,
come on significantly. The majority of
people with Cystic Fibrosis will now
live beyond 47 and babies born today
will exceed that. Over 50% of the CF
population are able to work or attend
school and many are having families of
their own.

The Lungs

Treatment

The lungs can be highly affected by
Cystic Fibrosis, as the mucus build up
can cause nasty infections meaning
that sufferers struggle with reduced
lung function and have to participate in
hours of physio-therapy and nebulised
treatments each day. Many of these
infections can cause a sudden decrease
in health leading to weeks in hospital,
interfering greatly with home and work
life.

There are varying treatments available
to CF sufferers depending on what type
of CF you suffer from and how you are
affected. Treatment for the lungs can
come in the form of nebulizers (medicine
inhaled into the lungs) to open your air
ways or from steroids and antibiotics.

The Digestive System
Some Cystic Fibrosis sufferers can get
a block in the pancreas due to mucus
build-up, meaning the enzymes needed
to digest food cannot reach the stomach.
Cystic Fibrosis sufferers will often need
to take up to 50 tablets a day to keep
their respiratory symptoms in check and
digestive system working.

Cross-Infection
One of the most unusual aspects of
Cystic Fibrosis is cross infection. This is
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the risk that two Cystic Fibrosis sufferers
pose to each other if, they met face
to face. Each sufferers lungs harbour
specific bugs and infections that could
cause a serious risk to another.
Unfortunately, not only does this mean
risk to their health but there are no
support groups available and clinics
include strict segregation between
patients.

Treatment for the digestive system often
comes in the form of enzyme capsules
which will break down food more
efficiently at meal times.
Not only can Cystic Fibrosis affect
the lungs and pancreas but can also
cause Osteoporosis (from a damaged
pancreas creating a lack of minerals)
and also Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT)
disorders especially ones that may affect
the respiratory system that also need
treating.
Turn to page 6 to read Cara’s story
on her fight with Cystic Fibrosis....

If you would like
fundraising support
for your child’s Cystic
Fibrosis treatment or
equipment, contact us
on 01892 535525

FEATURED SUPPLIER

An insight into Bristol Children’s Hospital
At the beginning of the year our Family Support Team took a trip to meet the brilliant team at
Bristol’s Royal Hospital for Children. The team got to find out how it all works and meet the very
special team of SDR staff who support and care for many Tree of Hope children.
The Tree of Hope team has been very busy
since the start of the New Year, supporting
our existing fundraisers, and taking on
many new families. Part of the service
we provide is to signpost parents to wellrespected organisations and experts who
can provide the best quality treatments,
therapies and equipment. In January,
the Family Support Team comprised of
Georgina Sales and Jenny Hawkins, were
invited to meet the SDR team at Bristol
to learn more about what is on offer to
families seeking surgical intervention for
children with cerebral palsy.
We could not have been more warmly
welcomed by Jenny Smith, lead
physiotherapist for the team. After a brief
but extremely informative discussion on
the SDR generally, and the care available
from the team at Bristol, we were very
fortunate to witness a physiotherapy
session with one of our children, Lyra
Austin, who had undergone surgery
and was in the process of starting her
specifically tailored programme of
rehabilitation. Seeing this determined
little girl walking around the corridors of
the hospital with the aid of tripod sticks
so soon after her procedure was a true
privilege, and showed us how SDR can
really change lives.
Jenny Smith then gave us a tour of the
department which comprises a High
Dependency Unit for SDR patients postsurgery, a bank of segregated rooms
for serious, emergency cases of where
infection control is required, and a rehab
ward dedicated to longer term patients.
Impressively, the department has an
in-house school, so patients don’t miss

out on their education whilst they are
admitted. There is also a playroom with
an outdoor area, which was really well
appointed, colourful but calming and very
appealing to children.
The hospital does its best to ensure acute
cases are prioritised and that rooms
are allocated to SDR patients where
possible. We were struck by the warmth,
care and empathy shown by the physio
staff, all of whom are highly qualified
and experienced, enabling them to offer
the best possible post-operative care to
patients.
We rounded up our visit by meeting the
SDR co-ordinator Paula, and leading
neurosurgeons Ian Pople and Richard
Edwards, to discuss SDR, and the service
offered at Bristol. Bristol offer three
comprehensive packages of treatment
and therapies to families, depending on
their needs and preferences, at a cost
of between £16,500 and £21,000. The
pathway involves an initial consultation,
followed by a full assessment including
gait lab analysis and x-ray. The
multidisciplinary team will then meet to
decide whether the child is a suitable
candidate for SDR and, if so, there follows
a preoperative visit, admission for surgery,
inpatient rehabilitation, follow up physio
assessments at 6 and 12 months, physio
assessment including gait lab analysis, xray
and multidisciplinary team discussion at
24 months.

to ensure families receive the highest
possible standard of care.
If you are interested in learning more
about the SDR pathway at Bristol, please
contact Paula Wilkins, SDR Co-ordinator
on 0117 342 8585.
We are very proud to work closely with
Bristol Royal Hospital for Children, and
are on hand to answer any queries you
may have around fundraising with Tree of
Hope to meet the costs associated with
SDR at this specialist centre.
Please call us on 01892 535525 or email
families@treeofhope.org.uk

Our Family Support Team
will be at Bristol Zoo on
1st March for the SDR
open day, to answer any
queries about Tree of
Hope and what we can
do to support you in your
fundraising journey!

The current service offering at Bristol is
excellent, and the team is dynamic and
patient-focused to the extent that they
are always looking to make improvements
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Cara’s Dreams
West Ham fan Cara was diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis at birth. Her family are now on their
fundraising journey to raise £9000 for a physiotherapy vest that will improve Cara’s life forever.

Seven-year-old ‘Hammers’ fan Cara was
diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis at birth.
Initially, Cara’s mum and dad had no idea
what this was or what it meant. ‘We found
out our precious little girl had a lifelong
threatening disease, that would affect her
mobility, lifestyle and her life expectancy’.
Both Cara’s mum and dad happened to be
1 in 25 people that carry the faulty gene.
Having Cystic Fibrosis means that Cara

suffers with pancreatic insufficiency
meaning Cara has to take 10+ tablets
a day, and needs physiotherapy and a
6

nebuliser. Natasha, Cara’s mum, has
set out to raise £9000 to get Cara a
physiotherapy vest that could ultimately
change her life. The vest will be used
twice a day for the rest of Cara’s life and
will help her breathe easier giving Cara a
better quality of life and keep her healthy,
for longer.
Fortunately Cara is currently gaining
weight well, a problem that she has
suffered with since birth and it has been
nearly two years since Cara last went into
hospital- the longest period of time she
has ever stayed out of hospital!
At just seven years old it is often hard for
Cara to deal with the all the physiotherapy
she has to do each day. ‘It can be very
hard dealing with Cara at times, as she
often says “Why do I have cystic fibrosis?
Why have I got to do all of this? Why can’t
I just play?” Natasha told us. ‘She needs
to take medication every day, complete
her nebulisers 3 times a day and have
physiotherapy twice a day. This feels like a
chore to Cara and she often complains of
having to do this. Cara is only 7 and loves
to play like any other child does, however
she needs to complete her ‘chores’ before
she can act and play like any other child of
her age. ‘

Even when Cara is having a ‘good day’ she
has to be more careful than most children
as the potential of catching bugs is much
higher.

“

As a parent, having a
child with Cystic Fibrosis
comes with very mixed
emotions... You want to
keep them well and give
them the best in life and
show them that they are
not controlled by this
genetic incurable disease.

”

‘For example if we go to the farm we have
to make sure that she does not go near
hay or sheep as they can pass on bugs/
bacteria which can be very harmful to
her health. Even in swimming pools, we
have to make sure that the pool is clean
and that there is no pseudomonas, as this
bug is very hard to get rid of if caught by
a person with CF. Cara developed this
bug in the first two years of her life and ▶

To donate to Cara’s campaign please visit
www.treeofhope.org.uk/carasdreams/

she needed to be put on different sets of
continuous antibiotics and many hospital
admissions for IV treatment to try and get
rid of it. Eventually the bug went, however
it took a long time to leave her body. This
is one of the dreaded bugs that you can
develop if you have CF.’
Despite all of this Cara loves singin,
dancing and reading books. She is a HUGE
West Ham United fan (following in her
dad’s footsteps!) and she has been to
many games. ‘She has met met players
including Wales’ James Collins. He signed
and gave her his match shirt. She has even
been a Mascot in the last ever FA Cup
game in the old stadium of Upton Park
in April 2016, which was broadcast live
on BBC1 when West Ham played Man
United. Cara led the whole team out with
the captain Mark Noble. This was one of
her dreams!’
‘We try to give Cara the best in life and

show her that anything is possible and
that dreams and wishes can come true.
Having CF is life limiting and I don’t like to
think negatively, but we do not know how
many years she will have in her life. One
of her dreams is to visit Disneyland, which
we are currently trying to save for, for her
and her brother to have a nice memory
together.’
‘Cara attends Noahs Ark Children’s
Hospital in Cardiff, where her CF team
are outstanding! They make her feel at
ease and encourage her to eat well, do her
physiotherapy and take her medication.
They also have a psychologist who Cara
sees as she has a few issues to cope with
because of her genetic disease, these
include; eating problems, dealing with the
fact that she is different to her friends,
why she has CF, and the fear of needles
and doctors when she is admitted for IV
treatment.
As a parent having a child with Cystic
Fibrosis comes with very mixed emotions.
You have a lot of worry and anxiety about
your child. You want to keep them well
and give them the best in life and show
them that they are not controlled by this
genetic incurable disease. You want to
show them that they can win this fight
in life, even though you know that one
day it could possibly defeat them. At the
same time you want to treat them like
any other child, reward them for the good
in they have done and what they have
achieved, and discipline them for the bad
that they have done. Ultimately, you have
your down days where you feel guilty
and tortured knowing that you cannot do
anything to take this horrid life limiting
disease away from them, but every single

day you do your best to make sure that
they have their medication, physiotherapy,
nebulisers and all other treatments which
they need to do to survive. Many people
do not know what Cystic Fibrosis is, or
think that it is just where they cough and
you need to bang the back. CF is more
complex than this; this is why it is so
important for CF awareness as it is an
invisible disability.
Being part of the Tree of Hope has
meant a lot to us, we have support to
turn to if needed, and we feel part of the
organisation. If I had not found Tree of
Hope, I don’t believe that we would have
raised as much as we have so far (even
though we have a big way to go.) this has
really helped Cara. Companies are more
than willing to donate items for auctions
and raffles, to enable us to raise as much
money as we can to support Cara and
provide her with the physiotherapy vest
which could literally be life changing. After
we have managed to raise enough money
for Caras physiotherapy vest, I would
love to be able to give back to the Tree
of Hope & give them the recognition that
they deserve.’
Cara’s mum Natasha will be embarking
on a 12,000ft tandem skydive, Cardiff
half-marathon and her and her partner
Jamie will also be running the Cardiff Bay
10k. Good luck guys!
www.treeofhope.org.uk/carasdreams/
If you would like support in fundraising
for your child’s medical equipment,
treatment or physiotherapy, please
contact our Family Support Team on
01892 535525
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Fundraising News
Festive Fundraising
A huge thank you to everyone who took part in fundraising events for Tree of Hope in
the lead up to Christmas! In particular, Rusthall Choir who led an open air carol concert
at the Tunbridge Wells Christmas Market in the Pantiles, Bella Vou who organised biscuit
decorating and Santa’s sleigh the weekend before Christmas, and SouthPaw who also
organised their own Carol Concert at their offices in Tunbridge Wells. Thank you as well
to the Tunbridge Wells residents who made seasonal donations in response to our mail
out – everything raised will help Tree of Hope to support children with disabilities and
serious illnesses to fundraise to get the medical treatment they need for improved quality
of life and health.

Pig Racing!
Fundraising can be as inventive as you want it to be, as proven by creative agency
SouthPaw in December when they decided to have a day of fundraising by organising a
Pigs in Blankets Sprint for a variety of local charities which their customers and charity
supporters could sponsor! Tree of Hope were delighted when our pig, Mary’s Boar Child,
took home the bacon with a surprise win on the day! You can watch the pig racing here if
you missed it http://southpawagency.com/pigsinblankets/
Thank you very much to everyone at SouthPaw for your support with this event, and
many others!

BowlPlex
We are delighted to announce the Tunbridge Wells BowlPlex has chosen Tree of Hope as their
Charity of the Year for 2017! Watch this space….

Ross Wilson
We would like to welcome Table Tennis Paralympian Ross Wilson
as our first Tree of Hope Patron. Keep an eye out over the next few
months for events, news and more!

Upcoming Events 2017
•

Starfish Races, 14th May-

•

Dragon Boat Races, 9th September-
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Marathon, half marathon & 10k Relay, enter at www.starfishraces.co.uk
Round up a team and take on a day of competitive rowing for 		
Tree of Hope or your chosen campaign!		

What is Batten Disease and how does it affect children and their families?
Batten disease is a really cruel and
devastating disease. It happens to be
the main life-limiting neuro-degenerative
disease affecting children in the UK.
Children are born apparently healthy
before developing seizures, loss of vision
and the ability to walk, talk and eat. There
is no cure. Families, as you can imagine,
are left truly heartbroken.
This is a very rare genetic disease. Some
families have to experience the loss
of not just one of their children but
possibly more. It really is harrowing for all
concerned.
We are the only UK charity that directly
supports families affected by Batten
disease and the professionals who work
with them. We also raise awareness
and fund vital research into potential
treatments and ultimately a cure. We
are a voice at the end of the phone that
understands and can help direct people

to the most relevant person to deal with
their concern.
“I felt like the only mother in the country
that was having to face the loss of two
of her children – the BDFA proved that
I wasn’t. They supported me through
many difficult times. Through them I felt
less alone”. (Mother of a child with Late
Infantile Batten disease).
Each year we run a family conference,
families get together, we provide one to
one care for the affected children and
their siblings. This year, for the children,
we have therapy dogs, dancing, face
painting, fire engines, boat trips and many
more fun activities. This allows the adults
to attend workshops on many topics,
including bereavement and the latest
medical advancements. The parents and
carers know the children are being really
well looked after and are having lots of
fun.
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As a rare disease charity we find it
challenging to spread awareness and
fundraise for this dreadful disease.
Our mission is to enable everyone who is
affected by Batten disease to live life to
the full and to secure the care and support
they need until we find a cure. The BDFA
offers informed guidance and support to
families and the professionals who work
with them as well as actively increasing
awareness of the disease and funding
future research to identify potential
therapies and ultimately a cure.
For more information please visit
www.bdfa-uk.org.uk/
The BDFA are now referring families
to Tree of Hope for support with
fundraising. If you would like support
in fundraising for your child’s medical
needs, contact our Family Support
Team on 01892 535525

Sunday 14th May
Bexhill-on-Sea
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To enter the Starfish Marathon via and for more details about all the events, please visit

www.starfishraces.co.uk Places are limited so please register early to avoid missing out!

Jasper’s Journey
Jasper was born a ‘normal’ baby, but after suffering a Spinal Cord Injury at just 18 months old he
was left with paralysis in both his legs. Jasper’s family are now on a mission to raise £100,000 for
therapy over the next five years to enable Jasper to regain use of his muscles.

Jasper has an unsinkable can-do attitude
which, for a toddler who suffered with
a Paediatric Spinal Cord injury at 18
months old, is monumental for his
development and independence.
For the first 18 months of Jasper’s life
he charged though with barely even a
cough. Unfortunately, that all changed
when he contracted Hand, Foot &
Mouth Disease at a Halloween party.
10

For most children this would mean
being poorly for about a week and then
returning to full health. However, for
Jasper it was not that simple. The virus
incubated and later attacked Jasper’s
heart. Consequently, Jasper was put on
life support for a long two weeks, and
during that time suffered a spinal stroke,
which left him with paralysis in both his
legs.

Like any mother or father would,
Jasper’s parents were soon keen to
discover therapies and treatments that
would be available to help Jasper in his
development. After a lot of research,
Katharine, Jasper’s mum, found a
ground breaking spinal rehabilitation in
Kentucky. The therapy was to promote
permanent recovery of muscle function,
so the family spent 14 months there
where Jasper received therapy twice a ▶

Donating to Jasper’s campaign will also help lots of other children SCI.
The data related to Jasper’s gains is being recorded and complied by the
Reeve Foundation in order to demonstrate to the medical community
and health insurers that this therapy is a necessity for recovery, growth
and a vastly improved quality of life of young SCI sufferers.
Donate now by visiting
www.treeofhope.org.uk/jasper-thornton-jones/

day to rehabilitate his muscles.
Although Jasper and his family will
go back out to the US for further
treatment, they are now back home
and are attending a newly established
therapy centre called Neurokinex near
their home in the UK, which Jasper
attends three times a week.
The therapy at Neurokinex is based on
‘proven principle of neuroplasticity of
the spinal cord, and that by intensively
putting in the desired physical input (i.e.
walking, standing, etc) the spinal cord
can re-network itself to regain use of
once paralysed muscles’ tells Jaspers
mother, Katharine.
The therapy has brought Jasper on leaps
and bounds. ‘Jasper’s lower core, hips
and legs (with the exception of his hip
flexors) were completely paralysed after
his injury, and since starting this therapy
most of them have started to work
again, though still weakened. He can
now crawl, ‘stand’ on all fours and ride a
tricycle!’ explains Katharine.
Pediatric Spinal Injury is extremely
rare but can be even more debilitiating
in children than adults. This is due to
the fact that children are still growing
and things like walking are key in the
development of their bones and muscles.
Fortunately, Jasper and his family have
met many other children with spinal cord
injuries throughout the past two years
giving Jasper’s family much hope for the
future.

Currently, as Jasper works with
Neurokinex and his doctors and physios
in the US they are also creating a
broader pediatric program that will come
to the UK so that more children with SCI
can benefit from the treatment.
Jasper loves his therapy which Katharine
says ‘is down to the great pediatric
physiotherapists with whom he has dealt
with over the past few years. It takes a
lot of time and effort from Jasper but
his developments make it all worth it for
him, and his family. When we look back
at where we were two years ago, when
all he could do was pull himself along the
floor in a sort of hop, we are so happy
with how much he as accomplished.
Now it allows him to play with his
friends and little brother and get around
on his own around the house and around
his nursery, which is monumental for
his independence and growth as a child.
Everyone remarks on his unsinkable ‘can
do’ attitude, and I do think this in part
stems from his therapy.’
Jasper and his family want to raise a
huge £100,000 which will cover the cost
of his therapy for the next five years,
as well as other equipment that will be
key in his development. Whether it’s
making a one off donation or holding
your own fundraiser, all donations will
make a massive difference to Jasper and

his family.
Tree of Hope supports families with
various illnesses and disabilities all over
the UK in getting the special medical
treatment and therapies they need, that
may otherwise not be available to them.
Katharine comments ‘Tree of Hope has
helped us carry on Jasper’s critical, lifechanging therapy, which has a multitude
of benefits for him physically, first and
foremost, but also for us as a family,
relieving some of the financial burden
on us. Being able to raise the necessary
funds through a dedicated charity has
allowed us to reach more people, attract
great donations due to its charity status,
as well as and dispelling any worries that
the money isn’t going directly to help
Jasper. ‘
For support with your fundraising
campaign contact our Family Support
Team on 01892 535525

Up coming event:
2.5k wheel-friendly walk
Reigate, Surrey
20th May
Spinal Cord Awareness day
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Charity of the Year
Celebrating our 2016 partnership with Marks & Spencer Tunbridge Wells

The team at Marks and Spencer Tunbridge Wells have raised an incredible
£6970.61 and are still going strong!
Every year, each Marks and Spencer
store chooses a local charity to support
in addition to the large national charities
that they fundraise for annually. In 2015,

the wonderful staff at our local branch
in Tunbridge Wells decided to help Tree
of Hope, and over the past 16 months
customers and staff at the store have

organised a number of activities to help
ensure that Tree of Hope can continue to
support children with serious illnesses and
disabilities.

How did they do it?
This amount of money
paid for a Family Support
Officer for 4 months over
the last year who help
support our families get
the medical treatment
they need.

Entered a team into the local Dragon Boat
Racing Festival
Collection tins throughout the store for
customers to share their pennies
Donating the store’s carrier bag charges...
All those 5p’s go a long way!
In house staff fundraising, including cake
sales, fancy dress days and bag packing

Thank you
to all the brilliant staff & supporters at
Marks and Spencer Tunbridge Wells!
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£6,970.61

Could you be Tree of Hope’s
next Corporate Supporter?
Partnerships with companies big and small
are essential to Tree of Hope’s existence,
enabling the charity to support over 800
families every year.
Our Tree of Hope Fundraising Managers,
Emma and Kate, work closely with
our corporate partners to ensure that
charity of the year partnerships and one
off support from companies help reach
mutually beneficial pre-agreed targets,
maximum staff and customer engagement,
and CSR objectives. We offer different
levels of partnership support, offering
advice, marketing materials, advertising
opportunities, support with PR, team
building opportunities and much more!
There are many tax benefits for companies
who choose to give to Tree of Hope,

which we provide information about
to our partners, particularly paying less
corporation tax by deducting the value of
donations from your total business profits
before you pay tax, and sponsorship
counting as business expenses. Please
get in touch with Emma or Kate on
fundraising@treeofhope.org.uk if you
want to support Tree of Hope and would
like to know more about paying less tax as
a result of supporting the charity.

Make your corporate
giving tax efficient!
- so if your company could benefit from
alignment with a well-known and unique
children’s charity brand, you want to

attract new staff and motivate existing
staff, develop new sales promotions
to influence purchasing decisions and
increase sales, enhance your reputation
leading to improved customer loyalty
and engage new customers, and make a
huge difference to the lives of hundreds
of seriously ill and disabled children at the
same time – look no further!

Please contact the Fundraising
Team at Tree of Hope on 01892
535525 or email Emma or Kate on
fundraising@treeofhope.org.uk
today for an informal chat and more
information.

Why partner with Tree of Hope?
How can your company work
with Tree of Hope?

Why Tree of Hope?

What are the benefits?

• Tree of Hope is an
established charity entering its
25th anniversary year

• Increase staff morale

• Choose Tree of Hope as your
charity of the year

• The work it does to support
children and their families is
unique

• Positive impact on your
brand

• Your donation will always
make a big difference

• Reduction in corporation tax

• The knowledge that your
company is helping Tree of
Hope to transform the lives of
children

• Implement a sales incentive
• Attend one of our
fundraising events
• Involve all your employees
• Introduce give as you earn

Join the likes of...
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When Molly met Mollii
When Molly came to CPotential she met the innovative Mollii Suit.
Her mum Katie says: “We had our fingers
crossed that it would ‘wake up’ Molly’s
legs to help with her walking.”

target muscle groups that prompt natural
reflexes, helping to relieve muscle tension
and build control of low muscle tone.

A bubbly 13 year old, Molly loves horse
riding, going to the cinema and being a
Guide. She had a stroke when she was six,
which means she can’t stand unaided and
has lack of feeling and movement on her
left side.

Inerventions, the company that makes
Mollii suits, won support from Swedish
TV’s ‘Dragon’s Den’ to introduce Mollii
internationally, and CPotential was the
first designated Mollii assessment centre
in the UK.

CPotential (the new name for The
London Centre for Children with Cerebral
Palsy) is a London based charity that
holds free Mollii assessment days
every Monday as part of its range of
services to help disabled children to
achieve their potential. Its activities
include: a Department of Education
approved independent special school;
Early Intervention sessions, sessional
Conductive Education; music therapy;
speech and language therapy and special
yoga.

With regular use alongside Conductive
Education or therapies such as
physiotherapy, or hydrotherapy, it can
help people gain more independence in
daily life by improving their core strength
and range of movement – including better
range and control of movement. The
assessment is recorded for the parents so
that they can get an independent opinion
on the improvements Mollii provided
from their child’s health practitioners or
therapists.

“

Katie says: “I was very impressed with
the effect that first time. After wearing
the suit, Molly had more balance when
she walked, even though she still needed
someone supporting her. She now wears it
for an hour every other day, usually when
she’s watching TV.

We’ve only had the
suit a short time but we’re
definitely going to carry
on with it – especially if it
can help Molly gain more
independence.

”

“We’ve only had the suit a short time but
we’re definitely going to carry on with it
– especially if it can help Molly gain more
independence.”

Developed at the Royal Institute of
Technology in Sweden, Mollii consists of
a jacket and trousers made of ordinary
lightweight swimsuit material. It has
conductive elastic sewn into it with 58
electrodes located at the major muscles. A
painless electro-stimulation is delivered to
fine motor control. It helps the user get
the best progress out of their therapies,
making them more effective.
Gabbie Czifra, CPotential’s Head of
Conductive Education Services and one of
its trained Mollii assessors, explains:
“We first assess how well the child can
move without wearing the suit to see their
range of movement, control and strength.
We note the level of support they need to
initiate and complete movements. Based
on our observations and discussion with
the parents and child we programme the
suit’s control unit so they get stimulation
to the right muscle groups.”
After wearing the suit for an hour, the
assessor notes any change in the child’s
14

The suit costs £4,100. Molly’s family were
able to buy it, thanks to fundraising via
Tree of Hope, their local Parish Council
and Rotary Club. It would be wonderful to
help other parents in the same way.
If you’d like to find out more about how
Mollii can help your child, please email
mollii@cplondon.org.uk or call 020 3074
1802.

If you would like support in
fundraising for a Mollii Suit
or other medical equipment,
treatment or therapy for your
child’s healthcare needs, contact
our Family Support Team now on
01892 535525 or via
families@treeofhope.org.uk

Support Tree of Hope
Tree of Hope offers hope to seriously ill and disabled children living in the UK and their families
by helping them to raise funds for vital operations that the NHS can’t provide, therapies and
treatments needed for rehabilitation and improvement, and specialist disability equipment and/
or adaptations to a family home.

We need your support to make a difference!

You can help to improve the lives of children with complex disabilities and illnesses by
making a regular donation or a one-off gift to Tree of Hope.

Your gift will enable Tree of Hope to:

• continue providing the legitimacy of belonging to a well-respected charity to hundreds of families, enabling them 		
to access funds for their child that would not be possible otherwise
• offer online giving platforms for fundraising, making the fundraising journey far more simple for the family than it could be
otherwise
• provide advice and guidance on the best ways of fundraising, and giving support throughout a family’s fundraising 		
campaign, including dealing with invoices and suppliers, and sharing news of other families in similar positions, 		
reducing the stress for families in very difficult situations

I want to support Tree of Hope to improve the lives of sick and disabled children!
Please send to: Fundraising Manager, Salford House, Salford Terrace, 19-21 Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2RN
Title

First Name				

		

Surname

Address								
Telephone						
I enclose a cheque made payable to Tree of Hope for

Email

£

I wish to make a gift regularly and have completed the Standing Order form below

Standing Order Please send to Tree of Hope (address above) not your bank
If you use online banking you can set up your standing order or make a one-off donation through your on-line account as you normally would
rather than completing this form. Please make us aware of any donations you send in this way by emailing accountsreceivable@treeofhope.
org.uk
Your Bank Name
Bank Address
Account Number					

Sort Code

Name(s) of Account Holder(s)
Please pay to HSBC, 2 Devonshire Road, Bexhill on Sea, East Sussex, TN40 1AT, for the credit of Tree of Hope,
Account Number 31498045, Sort Code 40-10-14
The sum of

£				

Please take my gift
Commencing

Once		

D D M M Y		 Y

(please repeat in words)
Weekly		

Monthly

Annually

until further notice

Signature 							
Please amend any previous standing order to this beneficiary

Date
Ref:

Gift Aid Tax Declaration

I confirm that I am a UK income Tax or Capital Gains Tax payer, of an amount at least equal to the amount to be reclaimed. I
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all
my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I wish Tree of Hope to reclaim 25p in every pound from HMRC on all the
donations I make on or after the date of this declaration as Gift Aid.

Signature
Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1149254 / Scotland SCO42611
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How we help...

Tree of Hope helps children and young people with a disability or illness by supporting their
families to raise the funds that they need to pay for specialist care that is not available through the
health care system.
Our staff team support Tree
of Hope families by:
• Assisting with the creation of
a Tree of Hope online fundraising 		
campaign via Just Giving
• Making fundraising tools and 		
advice available to parents
• Ensuring staff are available on
the telephone
• Enabling each campaign to claim 		
gift aid because it is part of 		
registered charity Tree of Hope
• Putting families in touch with 		
other families in similar situations 		
for moral support
• Giving greater exposure to 		
campaigns nationally through 		
being associated with a well 		
recognised charity brand
• Support with managing funds
and paying invoices

www.treeofhope.org.uk
01892 535525

Who We Help...

What you can fundraise for

• Children under the age of 18, with
access to funds up to their 25th 		
birthday

Equipment including but not limited to
trikes, hydrotherapy pools, specialist
pushchairs & sensory equipment

• Children anywhere within the UK

Therapy, including; physiotherapy, horse
riding & swimming lessons

• A child suffering from a disability, 		
illness or autism

Medical Conditions we have
helped families with (not an
exhaustive list)

Cerebral Palsy
Retts Syndrome
Downs syndrome
Global Developmental Delay
Hypermobility
Congenital Hypotonia
Epilepsy
Visual Impairments
Meningitis complications
Lebers Congenital Amaurosis
Dravet Syndrome
Hypoxic Ischemic Encephalopathy Injury
Dystonia

Operations and treatment inside and
outside of the UK
House Adaptations including sensory
gardens and bathroom adaptions
Please remember to include all
your fundraising needs at the
start of your campaign. Speak to our
Family Support Team on 01892 535525
for advice.

Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1149254 / Scotland SCO42611

